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THE UNCLEAN SPIRIT. 
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LvKE xi. 24, &c. 

When the unclean Spirit is gone out of a Man, 
he walketh through dry places, seeking rest : and 
finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house 
whence I came out. And when he cometh, h^ 
findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, 
and taketh to him seven other Spirits more wicked 
than himself: and they enter in, and dwell there : 
and the last state of that Man is worse than the 
first. 

« 

1. These are the words of Almighty 
Wisdom : the words of Him, who is "the 
Wisdom of God:" who spake as Man 
never spake : the words of that Christ 
whose Spirit searcheth all things, yea 
** the deep things of God :" who by His 
excellent Wisdom knoweth all things in 
heaven, in earth, in the sea, and in all 
deep places : who, when a Man on earth. 
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knew what was in man ; and being for 
ever the same, He still knoweth the verv 
secrets of men's hearts, and is not igno- 
rant of the dark devices of the Devil and 
his angels. 

2. *'The all-wise God our Saviour," 
sets before us in the Text a short but 
awfully interesting history of the doings 
of "the unclean Spirit" in this our world. 
May the Holy Spirit give us grace and 
wisdom to understand His own words, 
and hide them in our hearts to the en- 
lightening and comforting and safety of 
our souls, and to the glory of God's 
name through Jesus Christ. He saith : 
"when the Unclean Spirit is gone out of 
a man, he walketh through dry places, 
seeking rest." It is certain that a man, 
left to himself, is no match for that evil 
Spirit which is in him. He is of his own 
nature strongly inclined to evil. He is 
not of himself able to cast out the Un- 
clean Spirit from his own heart : neither 
is he naturally willing to do it. When 
the Unclean Spirit goeth out of a Man, 
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it is not because the Man is naturally 
weary of the evil Spirit's company, and 
wishes him to leave his heart : neither is 
it because the Man is naturally strong 
enough to open the door of his heart, and 
with authority to command, or with force 
to constrain, the dreadful Inmate to de- 
part. "When the Unclean Spirit, there- 
fore, is gone out of a Man," his going 
out has been wrought by a Will and a 
Power better than Man's. Whatever 
may be the second cause, or instrument 
by which so great and good a deed was 
done, the First Cause is God, the mighty 
Saviour, the Holy Spirit : it is the opera- 
tion of His Hand. He is the Doer of it. 
This is true, whether the Man himself 
perceives and acknowledges the Al- 
mighty Workman, or whether he yet re- 
mains blind-hearted and dumb-spirited 
to the undeserved goodness which has 
visited him. 

3. Let us, however, now go on to 
consider the doings of the Unclean Spirit* 

when he is gone out. " He walketh 

b2 
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through dry places, seeking rest." "Dry 
places," that is *' barren places," places 
which do not furnish the things we 
look for from them. If any one should 
look for wheat on some uncultivated 
heath, his seeking would be in vain. 
It would be a barren spot to him, a "dry 
place." He might find many a weed 
therein, and many a heath plant, and 
^wild grasses in abundance, but no wheat. 
Again : if he desired to find thorns, this- 
tles, and such like, and went to seek 
them in a well ordered garden, or in 
some fruitful field, where such plants are 
not suffered to grow, surely his seeking 
would be useless. He would find the 
garden and field barren places, in re- 
spect to the plants he was seeking for. 
Alt hough. both field and garden are well 
furnished with good things, they are 
"dry places" to the person, who wishes 
to find rank and poisonous weeds. He 
might *'walk through'' such well-farmed 
spots and well-worked land, but he 
would find nothing to cause him to stop. 
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and take up his ''rest" there. Such 
are the Righteous. They are God's 
Husbandry : His Vineyard : His fruit- 
ful Field : His pleasant Garden. And 
although they be as Places well watered 
by the Lord, yet are they as ''dry 
places" to the Unclean Spirit, whenever 
he walketh through them, seeking rest. 
4. Why then does the Unclean One 
seek rest in such Hearts ? Because he 
is a raging Spirit: his rage is against 
the Lord : and when forced for a season 
to go out of a wicked man, he will enter 
into and walk through the Hearts of 
God's dear children, "seeking rest:" 
seeking, if haply he may find in them 
some fruits of wickedness on which to 
feed himself, some way of wickedness in 
which he may walk up and down in 
them, some dark part in their hearts in 
which he may settle himself, and rest, 
and set up again his hateful kingdom, 
and rule and reign over them to their 
ruin. But their God knoweth Satan's 
going out and his coming in, and his rage 
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against Him ; and such as have the Holy 
Spirit dwelling and working in them 
are enlightened to see their own danger, 
and quickened to feel it. They are not 
ignorant of the Enemy's devices. They 
know that when their Lord overcame the 
Devil in the wilderness, and with au- 
thority commanded him to go out of His 
holy sight, Satan departed : but he de- 
parted only **for a season. '* He came 
again : and again he found nothing in 
Christ. **The prince of this world 
cometh (said our Lord) and findeth no- 
thing in Me." When the righteous 
recollect Satan's wrath and perseverance 
and craft against their pure and spotless 
Master, they need not wonder that **the 
Unclean Spirit" should again and again 
come to them, and seek to rest again in 
their poor, human, deceitful hearts. 
They need not wonder : but they have 
need to watch and pray against his crafts. 
And if he should enter in, they need not 
wonder : for he is both strong and sub- 
tle: but they have great need to take 
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alarm^ and be grieved^ and hate his 
entering in, and use the Sword of the 
Spirit against him, and cry unto their 
God for help, and take heed more dili- 
gently to purify themselves from those 
things in which an Unclean Spirit de- 
lights, and which he looks for in them. 
My friends, such of you as are indeed 
Christians will not be willing to let the 
Evil one have any rest whatever in you. 
If you have truly repented, your hearts 
bear witness that now, "being alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ," you desire 
to be wholly ** filled" with Him, and 
altogether fruitful unto Him : and being 
now *Vdead unto Sin," you desire to be 
wholly '* freed from Sin," altogether a 
"dry place" unto Satan! Blessed and 
holy are such desires. They are not 
found in those who do not truly repent, 
and do not unfeignedly believe God's 
Holy Gospel. In a false Repentance 
there is no real change of mind, no new- 
ness of heart, no new creation within, 
• no fervent desires after God, no in- 
dwelling of the Holy GVvo^l^ wo yksn-^x^ 
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workings of the good Spirit, no sowing to 
that Spirit, no communion with God and 
with His Son, no fruit unto Holiness. 
And if the Unclean Spirit should return, 
as he sooner or later certainly \*ill, he 
would again find a place of rest in the 
heart of every false penitent. 

5. For '*when the Unclean Spirit is 
gone out of a Man, he walketh through 
dry places, seeking rest: and finding 
none, he saith, I will return unto my 
house whence I came out. And when 
he cometh, he findeth it swept and gar- 
nished." O! what is the use of a swept 
and garnished house, without a good 
tenant ? If you had a hundred houses, 
and all you could say of them was that 
they were swept and garnished, what 
could your boasting do for you ? What 
profit would your houses be? Empty 
houses, however clean, are unprofitable. 
It would be a poor and foolish boast to 
hear a farmer say, " My fields are all 
clean/' if at the same time he could 
shew us no good fruits growing in them, 
and no harvests springing from them. 
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Clean, but empty, fields are starving 
property: and their owner may well 
be in a state of poverty and ruin. For 
empty fields, however free from rank 
weeds they may be to day, if left to 
themselves, will soon be again naturally 
filled with them. And empty houses, 
however well swept and garnished, must 
if left to themselves, become quickly the 
places of decay and filth and robbery, and 
dwelling places for unclean creatures. 
When the Unclean Spirit is gone out 
of a Man, that Man is like a House 
out of which a bad, filthy, and ruinous 
tenant has been forced to go. Now is 
the time to be active. Let the empty 
House by all means be swept and gar- 
nished : but do not stop there : let 
every means be also tried to have it im- 
mediately occupied by a good tenant, 
who shall keep it clean, and fill it with 
good and useful things. Let not the 
empty house remain empty: — lest a 
worse thing happen to it. When the 
Unclean Spirit is gone out of a Man, 
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that Man is like a Field, out of which a 
large crop of rank weeds has been pulled. 
Now then is the time for ploughing and 
cleaning it. But be not content with 
doing only that. Let the field be also 
well sown with good seed, and all pro- 
per means used to make sure of a plen- 
tiful harvest in its season. Let not the 
field emptied of weeds remain empty of 
corn: lest through your own slothful- 
ness it become in a worse state than 
before. 

6. By the words ** swept and gar- 
nished," we may certainly understand our 
Lord to mean, that the Unclean Spirit 
on returning to his house, found it an 
'^ empty ' house. For if we turn to Mat- 
thew, Chap. xi. we have these words, 
'' He saith, I will return into my house, 
from whence I came out : and when he 
is come, he findeth it empty ^ swept, and 
garnished." Alas, for that House ! 
Much precious time had been wasted by 
the Man, to whom the charge of the 
House had been committed. He had 
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done something after the old and bad 
tenant was gone : for he had ** swept" it 
and ** garnished" it. But that was all. 
He did not go on in well doing. He 
neglected to get a new and a good 
tenant in. The former occupier, after a 
season, came back — found his old house 
'* empty," and seeming by its very emp- 
tiness to invite him to come again and 
take possession. He was very willing to 
do so : for he had been walking through 
".dry places, seeking rest;" he had been 
knocking at many a new door, and even 
making his way into many a new house, 
but he could find no rest in them : they 
were already filled, and the occupiers 
gave him no welcome, allowed him no 
rest, but were alarmed at his entrance in 
among them, and resisted him, till he 
fled from them. *' I will return (saith 
he) unto my house whence I came out. 
And when he cometh he findeth that 
house empty, swept, and garnished." 
'*Then goeth he, and taketh to him 
seven other spirits more wicked than 
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himself: and they enter in, and dwell 
there : and the last state of that Man is 
worse than the first." It was bad enough 
when that one Unclean Spirit occupied 
the Man at the first : and was Master 
over him : but now the Evil One, in 
order more fully to delight himself iji his 
old house, and more fully to strengthen 
himself in the Man, goeth and taketh a 
full number of other spirits as wicked, 
and even more wicked, than himself: — 
and this his second entrance in with his 
new and strong companions, to dwell 
again in that Man, renders that Man's 
state now more grievous, more disgrace- 
ful, and more dangerous, than it was 
before. To have your house occupied 
by one robber is bad enough : but if, 
when he has been forced to quit it, you 
sufier your house afterwards to become 
a den of thieves, it is worse still. 

7. Our Saviour's awful Parable and 
History of the Unclean Spirit, may serve 
to put us in mind of many things, which 
we are all too apt to forget. It may 
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remind us of our sad, dishonourable, 
enslaved state by nature; not masters 
over ourselves, but servants to. the tyran- 
nizing Unclean Spirit of Satan, from 
whom we cannot deliver ourselves by 
our own strength. The Text may also 
remind us that there was once on this 
earth a strong and holy One, in human 
form, who shewed in Himself and of 
Himself, a Power greater than the Devil, 
and by His own Word commanded the 
Unclean Spirits, and they obeyed Him. 
He is still the same: the same Christ: 
the same Almighty ** Power of (tod.*' 
The Text may further remind us of the 
restless, revengeful, persevering charac- 
ter of the great Enemy of Souls. It 
may remind us of his repeated endea- 
vours to settle himself again in the hearts 
of the Faithful. It may remind us of 
the many fears, fightings, doubts, dis- 
tresses, which the Evil One is permitted 
to cause in them for their good : that 
they may not be high-minded, but fear, 
and watch and pray, lest they enter into 
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temptation. The Text may remind us 
that the Righteous are safe: — for al- 
though they cannot as yet say, **we have 
no sin," although they cannot say that 
they have no seeds and springings of in- 
dwelling Sin, they can nevertheless say, 
by the help of God, that the Evil Spirit 
shall have no rest in their hearts, and 
sin shall not have dominion over them : 
for the Holy Spirit within them will 
be always fighting and striving for them 
against all those deceits of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, which trouble 
them. The Text may also especially 
remind us of the difference between a 
true and false Repentance. A visitation 
of bodily Sickness, or some sudden Fear 
of Death, or the loss of some dear Friend, 
or the hearing of some powerful Sermon, 
or some striking Chapter of the Bible, 
or some other common event may, by 
God's Providence, have caused a change 
in a Man. But the change is often 
proved to be only for a little while. For 
a false Repentance is not followed up 



tHE UNCLEAN SPIRIt. 15 

by a faithful persevering desire and en- 
deavour to keep GoD*s holy will and 
commandments : and to have the Holy 
Spirit to dwell in the heart, to keep it, 
and cleanse it, and fill it with good things. 
There is no love for a merciful Saviour 
in a Man who does not 'Uruly repent.'* 
By his own experience he knows nothing 
of the sweet meaning of those words of 
the Lord, in which. Jesus says, **If a 
Man love Me, he will keep My words, 
and My Father will love him : and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him." A false penitent under- 
stands not with his heart what Christ 
saith, ^'Now are ye clean through the 
Word that I have spoken unto you — 
abide in Me, and I in you. Without 
Me ye can do nothing. Herein is My 
Father glorified that ye bear much fruit : 
so shall ye be My disciples." Blessed 
are all real Christians, all who are not 
of the number of them *nhat draw back 
unto perdition, but of them that believe 

to the saving of their souls." If you feci 

z1 
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convinced by your own conscience that 
you are now living again in the indul- 
gence of those ungodly things, from 
which you and your friends once hoped 
you had for ever been delivered, do you 
not sometimes secretly tremble to think 
that your state now is worse than before ? 
It is indeed worse; much worse : but it 
may not be even yet a hopeless case. 
There is still One, able to deliver you 
even from your present most dangerous 
condition. He is able to cast out not 
one Unclean Spirit only, but even ^^ seven 
devils,'' yea, *'many devils," even a 
'* Legion." Why then zviUyou die ? Is 
it because Christ is not able to save 
you from all your sins ? No — but be- 
cause you are not willing to believe and 
be saved. And you, ** who truly repent 
you of your former sins," will prove the 
truth of your Repentance by having the 
Holy Spirit to dwell in you, and bring- 
ing forth the fruits of the Spirit. Your's 
cannot be an empty heart, nor a vain, 
useless, unfruitful life. And because 
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you are a child of God, in the midst of 
a sinful and adulterous generation, and 
because you have a lively Hope in 
Chbist, your are therefore bound both 
byChristiaa duty and Christian interest, 
to go on praying and striving daily after 
an increase of holiness and pureness of 
living, an increase of grace, mercy, and 
peace, increase of likeness to Christ, 
that you may be filled with all the ful- 
ness of God, and dwell with Christ in 
the fulness of the joy of His Father's 
House and His Father's Paradise, in the 
new heavens and new earth ; and may 
enter into your last, best, and perfect 
state for ever and ever ; your Soul ever- 
lastingly freed from all Sin, your vile 
Body everlastingly redeemed from the 
grave, and delivered from the bondage 
of corruption, and changed into an in- 
corruptible and spiritual Body, and 
" made like unto Christ's glorious Body, 
according to the mighty working, where- 
by He is able even to subdue all things 
unto Himself." 
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THE POOR WISE MAN. 



ECCLESIAST£S ix. 13, &C. 

This Wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it 
seemed great unto me : There was a little City, 
and few men within it : and there came a great 
King against it, and besieged it, and built great 
bulwarks against it. Now there was found in it 
a poor wise Man, and he by his wisdom delivered 
the city : yet no man remembered that same 
poor Man. Then said I, wisdom is better thaa 
strength : nevertheless the poor Man*s wisdom is 
despised, and his words are not heard. The 
words of wise men are heard in quiet, more than 
the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Wisdom 
is better than weapons of war : but one sinner 
destroyeth much good. 

I. Solomon, who wrote the Book of 
Ecclesiastes, used closely to observe the 
ways of Mankind and the works of the 
Almighty, to ponder them in his heart, 
and lay up sound Wisdom for his Soul, 
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and the Souls of others. There hap- 
pened a matter which came under his 
notice, and from which he seems to 
have sucked out a great store of sweet 
Wisdom for his spirit to feed on, and 
gain strength. ** This Wisdom have I 
seen also under the Sun, (he tells us) 
and it seemed great unto me." A small 
town, with few inhabitants, had pro- 
voked the anger of a great King. The 
people were most likely led away by the 
loud speeches and cunning craftiness of 
some evil-disposed persons in it. For 
even in little cities, even in small towns , 
there are always some who are much 
more full of words than of wisdom, and 
are able to do much mischief to the 
'* common people," drawing them on by 
their *' great swelling words of vanity" 
to works of riot and rebellion against 
the laws. It was perhaps some rebel- 
lion of this sorfj which stirred up the 
wrath of the great King, mentioned in 
the Text. He came with his multitude 
of soldiers and weapons from hia ovc^ 
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great place, to take vengeance on the 
" little city" and its " few men." " There 
was a little city (says Solomon) and few 
men within it : and there came a great 
King against it^ and besieged it, and 
built great bulwarks against it." He 
came in earnest. He did not come in sight 
of those rebels in the little town merely 
to frighten them. His armies and their 
swords and spears and arrows were 
brought out to do the work of punish- 
ment and death* His soldiers set them^ 
selves round the town to take it by force 
— for that is the meaning of ** besieging" 
anyplace. And he builded '^bulwarks" 
against it of a large size : which were a 
kind of castles for his soldiers to dwell 
in, and fight from, and shoot their arrows 
out against the town, till it was over- 
come and destroyed: — as it is written, 
**Thou shalt build bulwarks against the 
city that maketh war with thee, until it 
be subdued." This ** great King" did so 
against the *' little city." What hope of 
victory, what hope even of escape, was 
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left for the rebels? None. The city 
itself was ** little" — the men within it 
**few" — the offended king was great, 
his armies great, his anger great, his 
bulwarks great. Humanly speaking, all 
was lost with the ** little city." Its 
*'few men" had destroyed themselves 
through their own foolish rebellion 
against the *' great king." For what 
were they against so many? — Woe to 
the rebellious city because of offences ! 
2. But behold, in the midst of their 
trouble a deliverance was providentially 
wrought out for them! In that town 
was one man, who had not joined in the 
rebellion of his brethren — he would not 
be a partaker of their sins — he loved his 
country and his own city too well to 
break the king's laws, and bring mischief 
upon his neighbours. He was a *' Wise" 
Man, as we learn from the Text. He 
feared God : for the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom. No man, 
whether rich or poor, is "wise" except 
he fear God. Moreover, every truly 
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wise Mail is a man of ** peace." ** The 
wisdom, which is from above, is first 
pure, then peaceable." This wise man, 
in the little city, would have nothing to 
do with the riots and disturbances of his 
town. Was it because he was rich and 
afraid of losing his earthly treasures that 
he remained quiet? No. Was it be- 
cause he was increased with worldly 
goods, and fared sumptuously every day, 
that this **wise" man was contented, 
peaceful, and faithful ? No. He was a 
"poor" man, as Solomon tells us. Was 
it because he loved his ease, and cared 
not for his city and his neighbours, that 
he kept himself away from their rebel- 
lious doings ? No. He loved them, and 
felt in his soul a hearty desire to befriend 
them. Did he by his wisdom, his fear 
of the Lord, his meekness and gentle- 
ness, his peaceful and lawful doings, 
did he, by these, become an enemy to his 
neighbours, or a curse to his '* little 
city?" No. He was their best friend, 
their greatest blessing. He saved the 
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town from the punishment which it 
deserved. As it is written in the Text : 
" Now there was found in it a poor wise 
Man : and he by his wisdom delivered 
the city." 

3. How he performed it, or what he 
said, or did, we are not told. Perhaps the 
poor wise Man went to the great King, 
and confessed before him that the people 
had indeed sinned against him, despised 
his laws, and trampled under-foot his 
authority. Perhaps he poured out a 
fervent petition for the transgressors, 
and spoke for them, earnestly begging 
that mercy might be shewed towards 
them: perhaps he said, *'0 king, O 
father of thy people, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. They are 
beguiled and led away by an enemy." 
Perhaps "the great king" answered and 
said, '*My laws must be honoured : for 
they are good and just and necessary : 
without them the people could not pros- 
per, could not live one with another. 
But these my laws the men of that city 
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have despised. If I only forgive them, 
and take no other notice of their rebel* 
lion, they will soon forget my kindness, 
soon rebel again. Nevertheless I am 
willing to forgive. But I make this 
covenant with them : Let there be found 
one Man among them, who has not 
broken my laws, one good Man, such as 
I love, and let him suffer in their stead, 
and I will pardon them for his sake. 
By this they shall learn how I hate their 
wickedness, seeing I have permitted a 
good man to suffer for their sins, a man 
who is my friend, for their rebellion. 
By this they shall also learn, that if they 
will ' still go on in . their wickedness, 
there is no chance of escape left for 
them." Perhaps the poor wise Man 
said, "My Lord, jO King, the whole city 
has sinned : and | am the only one who 
would not join in the riot. And behold, 
I am ready to suffer for them, that t^ey 
may be spared. By this they shall know 
that I loved them, although they mocked 
me for my advice, despised my counsel. 
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and called me by bard unjust names.'* 
However it was, one tbing we know, 
tbat the poor wise Man, *' by bis wisdom 
delivered tbe city." 

4. How did tbe inhabitants feel to- 
wards bim in return? It is likely tbat £it 
first tbey felt joy at tbeir escape, and gave 
him thanks and praises with tbeir tongue. 
But, my friends, whenever you do good 
to others, take heed that you do it for 
" tbe Lord's sake." Do not expect that 
you will certainly gain tbe love and 
gratitude of all those to whom you have 
done tbe greatest benefits, or for whom 
you have most laboured. *'God is not 
unrighteous to forget your works and 
labour of love : " but Men are unrighte- 
ous : Men are forgetful. Thev even 
forgot the poor wise Man who had de- 
livered the whole city. For what says 
Solomon? '^He by his wisdom delivered 
the city : yet no man remembered that 
same poor Man." ''As soon as the 
storm was over, they became unthankful 
wretches to their preserver." When 
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Solomon thought upon it, he received 
instruction. When he saw that all the 
men of that rebellious city put together 
could not by their own strength deliver 
themselves, but that one poor Man by 
his wisdom saved them, then Solo- 
mon felt which was best. Wisdom, or 
Strength. ''Then said I, wisdom is 
better than strength." He perceived 
how much better it was for a man to be 
wise of heart, than strong of hand. But 
he also saw, that true wisdom is a thing 
which must be loved on its own account* 
If we seek after heavenly wisdom from 
a secret desire to be highly esteemed of 
men, to gain the praise and admiration 
of the multitude, to win the gratitude of 
the world, we shall be miserably disap- 
pointed. For it is not those who are 
most like unto Christ in their spirit, 
and do most real good in the world, that 
are most honoured, remembered, or at- 
tended to by the world. It is not likely, 
it is not natural, that it should be so. 
Solomon saw this in the case of the poor 
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wise Man. ''Then said I, wisdom is 

better than strength : nevertheless the 

poor man's wisdom is despised, and his 

words are not heard." But this did not 

make Solomon love wisdom less; or 

have a less high opinion of it. He knew 

that the world always had despised and 

mocked at the words of the wise. And 

it always will (as long as it lasts) turn a 

deaf ear to the advice of such as fear 

God. Still those words and that advice 

shall not be lost, shall not drop fruitless 

to the ground. The good words of wise 

men, though poor, are the words of God's 

spirit which is in them. And there are 

some in the world, who are not of the 

world, and whom the Lord has known 

to be His from everlasting, into whose 

ears and hearts such good words fall 

and lodge, like rain dropping gently into 

the earth, to make it fruitful. Moreover 

the secret words of the wise are heard in 

heaven by God, who heareth in secret. 

And are not such words of quiet humble 

advice to man and silent secret prayers 

d2 
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to God, are they not a blessing to our 
neighbours, our own village, our town, 
our city, our country, and the world ? 
Yes ! ten thousand times more so than 
all the noisy sayings of those who gather 
crowds about them, who rage and are 
confident, and by loud empty professions 
persuade the foolish that there is happi^ 
ness in disturbing the public peace, and 
safety in rebelling against laws. As it 
is written in the Text: "The words of 
wise men are heard in secret more than 
the cry of him that ruleth among fools." 
My friends, if we cannot find happiness 
and safety in fearing God, and keeping 
His Commandments, we shall not find 
it in following a multitude to do evil. 
If we cannot find the peaceful joy of a 
good conscience in submitting to every 
ordinance of Man for the Lord's sake, 
we shall never find it in resisting those 
ordinances and laws of the land, in 
which it has pleased God to place us 
for a little while on earth. We cannot 
get any thing really good for us, except 
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the Almighty be pleased to grant it. 
Say then which is most likely to draw 
down His blessings upon our land, and 
to turn away His punishments from us, 
which is most likely to do this : Prayer 
in secret and the quiet peaceful doing of 
our own business? or clamorous cries, 
noisy rebellions, and weapons of war ? 
Solomon will answer in the Text, "Wis- 
dom is better than weapons of war." It 
is astonishing how much mischief, dis- 
content, apd misery among men, only 
one sinner can make if he be obstinately 
bent upon it. It is sad to think how 
much peace and good such a one can 
destroy both to himself and others. If 
a little fire be thrown upon a stack of 
wheat : O ! in a few moments what 
great blessings of God are burnt up, 
how much good is consumed! — So ^'one 
sinner destroyeth much good." 

5. While Solomon considered the 
matter of the "little city," and the "poor 
wise Man," it seemed to him that great 

Wisdom might be gathered from the 

d3 
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subject. He saw Wisdom in it. Now 
surely if we, who call ourselves Chris- 
tianSy will look into this history of the 
Text, and ponder it in our hearts, we 
shall by the help of the Holy Spirit 
gather heavenly Doctrine from it. What 
is that *• little city" like? It is like this 
World — this whole earth : which though 
to us poor mortal creatures it seems so 
great a place, is but as a grain of sand 
in the sight of its Almighty Maker. To 
what shall we liken those " few men" of 
the *Mittle city?" They are like unto 
all the inhabitants of the World. We 
reckon all the dwellers upon earth as 
wonderful in number: but they are only 
as '* few " in the reckoning of that Infi- 
nite God, in whose eternal city the 
heavenly hosts are without number, and 
the multitudes of angels such as cannot 
be thought of by us, because of their 
mighty legions. And what is that "great 
King " like, who came to punish the in- 
habitants of that little city ? He is like 
unto the Lord the great King of Heaven 
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and of Earth. "Eehold (says Isaiah) the 
Lord cometh out of His place to punish 
the inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
quity." Can any man shew good cause 
why he should not be punished by the 
Lord, and cast out of His favor and pre- 
sence ? There is good cause why some 
should not be punished: but it is not 
because they alone have never sinned, 
never rebelled against God — for all have 
sinned — all have gone astray : all have 
rebelled against Him, *' neither have we 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God 
to walk in His Laws, which He set be* 
fore us." What good cause, therefore, is 
there, that some shall never come into 
condemnation, to feel that punishment 
which they have deserved? It is be- 
cause there has already been found one 
Man in this sinful world who never 
sinned. He by His once offering up of 
Himself made a full, perfect, and suffici- 
ent satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
world. He came to save the world. 
The*' poor" Man Jesus, the "wise" Maa 
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Jesus, died for the sins of the world. 
All Men must have perished, had it not 
been for Christ's death. But now all past 
sins are freely forgiven to such sinners 
as truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
His holy Gospel. And such Believers 
are those of whom we spoke, who shall 
never perish. Thus the poor wise Man 
who by his wisdom delivered the city, 
is like unto our blessed Deliverer, Christ 
the Son of God. '* Yet no man remem- 
bered that same poor Mati." Alas ! how 
awfully is Jesus forgotten! Although 
by Him all things are still upheld, yet 
the world continually forgets Him : and 
the children of this world go on just as 
if there was never such a one as Christ 
in it, and never will be again. And 
even Believers, how little they remem- 
ber Him as they ought! How slowly 
does His remembrance grow even in 
their ungrateful hearts ! Although He 
remembered us when we were in trouble 
— although His mercy endureth for ever, 
still how few come willingly to the 
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Lord's Table to remember Him! '* Do 
this in remembrance of Me," was His 
own request, just before He died. And 
though He has already saved them for 
ever, suffered and died for them, they 
keep lingering and lingering, halting 
and halting, hesitating and hesitating, 
(saying, I think I will obey next time : 
and then starting aside like a broken 
bow) creeping and crawling to their 
privileges like worms of the earth, in- 
stead of flying to the Table in flocks 
like doves of the heaven. The words 
of the Saviour of the world are indeed 
despised. So the words of "the poor 
wise Man" were despised by those very 
persons towards whom he had, of his 
own accord, without any works of theirs, 
shewed so much love in the time of their 
distress. O ! my friends, Christ, the 
Wisdom of God, is best of all to us. He 
is our help, our defence, our comfort 
in the midst of daily trials, and hourly 
business. However sinful your past life 
has been, however ignorant you may 
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still be as to book-learning, however 
much you may he tried by your family. 
He is willing to receive you at all times, 
and especially at His Supper, if you 
come before Him to remember His 
goodness, and to humble yourself in His 
sight as 9. penitent, unworthy sinner. 
His people must expect to meet with 
daily crosses and much tribulation in 
their way to heaven. For think how 
much good one sinner can destroy! 
'' And you may find in almost every re- 
ligious family, at least one sinner, who 
destroys much of the spiritual happi- 
ness of the rest. One sabbath-breaking 
pleasure- loving Son, or one foolish sin- 
ful disobedient Daughter, or a drunken 
idle Husband, a quarrelsome clamorous 
Wife, an ungodly Father, a careless 
Mother, or one riotous Neighbour, is 
enough to spoil much real good and 
peace and comfort, to all about them. 
Think how much good one sinner 
(namely Adam) destroyed ! See how 
all the families of the earth suffer and 
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groan because, of Adam's disobedience ! 
''By one Man's disobedience many were 
made sinners." God grant that by the 
obedience of one (that is, Christ) you, 
with many, may be made righteous. In 
Him shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. When therefore we set our- 
selves to obey the Commandments of 
God, let us remember that it is Christ's 
obedience by which we are made per- 
fect, and not our own: — that it is His 
death which saved us from eternal pun- 
ishment — that He still liveth in Heaven 
to pray for Believers, that their faith fail 
not. May the Holy Spirit give us grace 
to understand wisdom secretly, to apply 
our hearts unto Christ, to be ever look- 
ing unto Him both for ourselves and for 
those also concerning whom we now 
mourn and are fearful. May He bless us 
in turning away every one of us from 
our iniquities, deliv-ering us from the 
wrath of that great King, who in the last 
Day shall come again in His glorious 
majesty to judge the living and the dead. 
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to raise the Righteous to a heavenly 
place, and to " take vengeance on those 
who know not God, and obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
God is in earnest. As it is written, 
*' God is angry with the wicked every 
dav. If he turn not, He will whet His 
sword. He hath bent His bow, and 
made it ready. He hath also prepared 
for him the instrument of Death." 
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ECCLESIASTES Vli. 1, % 3, 4. 

A good Name is better than precious ointment : and 
the day of Death than the day of one's Birth. 
It is better to go to the house of Mourning, than 
to the house of Feasting : for that is the end of 
all men : and the living will lay it to his heart. 
Sorrow is better than Laughter : for by the sad- 
neiis of the countenance the heart is made better. 
The heart of the Wise is in the house of Mourn- 
ing : but the heart of Fools is in the house of 
Mirth. It is better to hear the rebuke of the 
Wise than for a man to hear the song of Fools. 
For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is 
the laughter of the Fool. This also is vanity. 

1. These words of Solomon speak of 
Life and Death : of Wise men and 
Fools: of Sorrow and Mirth: of the 
house of Mourning and the house of 
Feasting. May the Holy Ghost teach 
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US heavenly Wisdom out of these Texts : 
and make them profitable to our Souls, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. It was the 
custom among the eastern nations in 
former days, and still is, to use ''precious 
ointments" at their feasts. When David 
speaks of the preciousness of God's favor 
tow^ards him, he likens it to a rich feast, 
at vsrhich is a plentiful supply of oil and 
ointments; ''Thou preparest a table be- 
fore me in the presence of mine enemies : 
Thou anointest mine head vsrith oil : my 
cup runneth over." When the Lord 
Jesus went to dine with the Pharisee, he 
gave our Saviour no oil for His head. 
Christ said to him ; " My head with 
oil thou didst not anoint." And we also 
read that when the Lord was in Bethanv, 
in the house of Simon the leper, there 
came unto Him a woman having an ala- 
baster box of very precious ointment, and 
poured it on His head as He sat at meat." 
These things where reckoned very pre- 
cious by men. The ointment yielded a 
pleasant smell, and the rooms at feasts 
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were filled with the odour of it. The 
oil gave man a cheerful countenance. 
But to have the favor and praise of God ; 
to have the oil of His Grace ; to hear 
Him saying to our heart, **Thou hast' 
found grace in My sight, and I know 
thee by Name :" to have a hope that our 
'*Name" is written in *'the Book of 
Life," and that we are indeed called to 
the marriage feast of the Lamb ; to be- 
lieve that we shall sit down with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of Heaven ; and while here on earth to 
grow in favor with God and Man, this 
is indeed to have a good Name : this is 
indeed a blessing ; this cheers the heart 
beyond all bodily feastings and precious 
ointments. '^A good Name is better than 
precious ointments: and the day of 
Death than the day of one's Birth." 

2. Yes ! for the day of one's Birth is 
the day of our entrance into a state 
which the Almighty hath appointed to 
be a state of trouble unto the sons of 
Men. '* Man is born to trouble." There 

£ 2 
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are troubles on earth both for the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked. We will not now 
say any thing about the troubles which 
the Wicked have in this world : nor the 
plagues which remain for the Ungodly 
hereafter. But the troubles which the 
Righteous meet with on earth are many 
and great. There is, however, this sweet 
hope and sure promise that they shall 
have a happy deliverance out of them 
all. God has ordained peace and rest 
for them in another and better state. 
And the deliverance which the Lord 
sometimes gives them even on earth, and 
the comforts of soul which He grants 
them even under the sorrows of this pre- 
4sent life, are to them good and en- 
couraging tokens that they shall have 
perfect deliverance and perfect joy by 
and by. It is written: Great are the 
troubles of the Righteous : but the Lord 
delivereth him out of them all." Again 
David says : ^^ Thou, which hast shew- 
ed me great and sore troubles, shalt 
quicken me again, and shalt bring me 
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up again from the depths of the earth." 
Think too how great and sore on earth 
were the troubles of ** Jesus Christ the 
Righteous." Think of His rest and 
glory now in Heaven ! But as the day 
of one*s Birth is the entrance into a state 
of trouble, so the day of one's Death is 
our departure out of this state, and our 
entrance into a world of rest. *^He 
that is dead is freed from Sin/' and frokn 
all the troubles which Sin has brought 
among us. ^'Blessed are the Dead, 
which die in the Lord: even so saith 
the Spirit : for they rest from their la- 
bours." Therefore the day of our Death, 
although our earthly friends will weep 
for us, is better to us than the day of 
our Birth, when they rejoiced over us. 

3. But sweet perfumes and oint' 
ments and feastings and birth-days and 
such like3 are naturally more pleasant 
to us, and more precious to our carnal 
hearts, than the love and favor of God, 
and a good Name before Him, and the 

remembrance of that day when His 

e3 
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children on earth shall leave all their 
worldly possessions^ and eat bread in 
the kingdom of Heaven. We naturally 
do not love to think about Death, 
though we know that it is appointed 
unto all men once to die. And we 
naturally do not love to go to such 
places and houses where there is sick- 
ness and death and mourning. We 
flatter ourselves that the reason why we 
do not visit such places, is because we 
do not like to see our fellow creatures 
in pain and sorrow. But that is not the 
real reason. The Truth is, we do not 
like to see what we ourselves must one 
day suffer. We know that we cannot 
see the bodily weaknesses, and agonies, 
and deaths, and mournings of others 
without thinking about our own end. 
And this we hate to do. Therefore we 
go not to the ** house of mourning," but 
to the ** house of feasting." Solomon 
went to both : and hear what he says in 
the Text: "It is better to go to the 
\f>we of Mourning, than to the house 
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of Feasting : for that is the end of all 
men : and the living will lay it to his 
heart. Sorrow is better than Laughter : 
for by the sadness of the countenance 
the heart is made better." 

4. These are wise words : though 
perhaps unpleasant to our ears. He 
does not say that it is sweeter to a man 
to go to the house of mourning than to 
the house of feasting: but that '*it is 
better." No affliction, no chastening, 
whether we have it ourselves or see it in 
others, *' no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous : 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby." We 
may be profitably- exercised in our own 
souls by the chastenings and afflictions 
which we see in others, as well as by 
what we experience ourselves. There- 
fore we are reminded by God's Word 
'Ho go to the house of mourning." There 
we see what will soon come upon us* 
We behold the sickly-looking face, the 
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thin and worn-out body^ the hot and 
fevered skin. We hear the cries and 
groanings of pain : and see that counte* 
nance which a little while ago was glad- 
dened and beaming with joy, now sad^ 
dened and shaded with sorrow. We 
look upon all this and receive instruc- 
tion. We behold in it ^' the end of all 
men." Yes! of all men: even of our 
own bodies, which we so dearly love 
and cherish. And thus while we our- 
selves are alive and in health, we are 
enabled, by God's mercy, to consider 
** the end/* and to call our thoughts and 
desires more away from the vanishing 
things of time, and fix them more upon 
the never-ending concerns of eternity. 
To witness the afilictions and mournings 
of others, causes us, under God's bless- 
ing, to mourn with them ; and also for 
ourselves : to humble our hearts before 
the Lord, and to be sorry to think how 
little we feel thankful for that great gift 
of health which is taken away from 
others ; and how little we feel that We 
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must justly deserve all those evils our- 
selves which they are called to receive ; 
and how that there is no health in us 
before God, by reason of our "manifold 
sins and wickedness." In the ''House 
of Mourning '' we may find indeed many 
things which we very profitably may 
lay to our own hearts. As the plaster is 
taken up and laid to the sick man's 
chest, and he is made better thereby; 
so may we receive spiritual things in 
the house of sickness or sorrow, and 
apply them as strong, though painful 
means of good, to our own diseased 
hearts. ''The living will lay it to. his 
heart " (says the Wise Man.) " Sorrow is 
better than laughter : for by the sadness 
of the countenance the heart is made 
better." 

5. "The heart of the wise is in the 
House of Mourning : but the heart of 
Fools is in the House of Mirth." By 
nature every man is a fool in matters 
which concern his eternal soul. And it 
is not till the Almighty has given him a 
new heart that a man is willing to visit 
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the House of Mourning, or do any other 
thing for the bettering of his own soul. 
Because Feasting and Mirth and Laugh- 
ter are naturally pleasanter than Sorrow, 
we naturally think they must be better 
for us to seek. We think so, because by 
nature we know not how awful is that 
disease or sin which we have in us. As 
a little sick child will gladly throw away 
the bitter and wholesome medicine, but 
eagerly seeks for sweet and sugared and 
hurtful drinks, so we naturally turn 
away with dislike from the House of 
Mourning, which ^'doeth good as a 
medicine," and we ignorantly rush to- 
wards the House of Feasting and Laugh- 
ter, where if left to ourselves, we (like 
the sick child) swallow down in large 
draughts such sweet and sugared vani- 
ties as are hurtful to our sick souls. 
But as a man who, knowing the dan- 
gerous nature of his sickness, denies 
himself his former gratifications, and 
himself seeks for medicine and thank- 
fully drinks the bitter draught; so, if 
God has given us wisdom, and made us 



THE HOUSE OF MOURNING. 47 

wise-hearted, and caused us to know 
the plague of our own heart, we shall 
no longer hunger and thirst after the 
unsatisfying pleasures of the house of 
Feasting, which once we delighted in : 
but we shall go to it in the fear of 
God, and use it with a careful watchful 
moderation, and we shall rather find our 
hearts more and more drawn to think 
upon the house of Mourning, and our 
feet more and more drawn to visit the 
places of sorrow. For there we may 
taste and see some of those bitter but 
wholesome things, which cause us to 
remember that this world is not our rest, 
but only a short passage to that blessed 
home, where God shall wipe away ^11 
tears from our eyes, and ''there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more 
pain." 

6. The Text then says: ''It is bet- 
ter to hear the rebuke of the wise, than 
for a man to hear the song of fools. For 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot. 
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SO is the laughter of the fool." The 
house of mourning is also a place where 
we may sometimes '* hear the rebuke of 
the wise." It sometimes happens that 
even a young christian, made wise by 
affliction, will speak to some more aged 
than himself who come to visit him, and 
will tell them of their sins in a voice of 
kind but solemn rebuke. Nay even 
young children on their sick and dying 
beds, sometimes very earnestly and af- 
fectionately warn their own parents and 
family not to go on in their evil ways 
and bad words. All this is bitter to 
hear, but it is wholesome ; and better, 
far better for the soul than ** the song of 
fools," which if it pleases the ears and 
the hearts of the hearers, poisons them 
also. O ! there is something solid and 
lastingly profitable in hearing rebuke. 
The serious look of the mourner, his. 
earnest words, his kind rebuke, are 
things which do not quickly vanish out 
of our minds. They break our heart, 
and get in and hide themselves there, 
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and remain in : and though we may for- 
get them in times of careless mirth or 
anxious business, we shall find them 
present with us. in our lonely hours of 
-sorrow, in our seasons of trial. But 
the laughing confidence of the foolish, 
the idle songs and useless words of the 
gay and the thoughtless will quickly 
come all to an end as regards them- 
selves ; and they leave no impression for 
good as regards those who hear them. 
Such a song, and such a laughter will 
. soon- be gone for ever. When you kin- 
dle a fire, and set on a pot, and put a 
. dead bush under it, in a moment there 
is a blaze and a sparkling and crackling 
and noise. If you go out of the room, 
you will hardly be able to get back, be- 
fore the noise is done and the blaze all 
gone. So is the the fool's laughter, 
*' For as the crackling of thorns under 
a pot, so is the laughter of the fool." 
• 7. May the holy Spirit lead us to 
seek for something, better than a fooFs 
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laughter, a fooFs song, a fool's name! 
We shall find better things than these* 
if we be led by the Lord into the 
*' House of Mourning." For there we 
shall by God's grace find Christ Him- 
self. If they who mourn in that house 
are trusting in the Name of Jesus, we 
may learn from them how good and 
strong and sweet and precious a Name 
His is, *'even as ointment poured forth." 
If under their affliction they are not 
seeking rest and salvation in that 
Name, we may learn from their sad, 
restless, hopeless condition, that there 
is none other Name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved. 
In the House of Mourning we shall by 
God's blessing find our own thoughts 
brought to that Saviour, who is the 
Saviour of the body as well as of the 
soul : who is the Resurrection and the 
Life, in whom whosoever believeth shall 
live, though he die: and whosoever 
liveth. and -believeth in Him shall not 
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die eternally. In the House of Mourn- 
ing we may learn by the trials of others 
to value more and more the blessing of 
true religion and the unspeakable sup- 
port of Jesus Christ in all times of 
need: and we may learn to despise 
more and more the empty delights of 
the worlds its glittering trifles, its 
pomps and vanity. They cannot help ; 
for they are vain. In the House of 
Mourning we learn from the pains and 
sorrows of others to remember, not only 
what we ourselves are born to in this 
world, but also what manner of Man 
He was who came down from Heaven to 
save sinners. He was ** a Man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief: and 
we hid (as it were) our faces from Him. 
He was despised, and we esteemed 
Him not. Surely He hath borne our 
griefs and carrried our sorrows : yet we 
did esteem Him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted.. But He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised 

72 
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for our iniquities : the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him: and with 
His stripes we are healed." Whether 
the mourners whom we visit are patient 
and quiet under their sufferings, or 
restless and noisy and murmuring, still 
their behaviour may serve to put us in 
mind of Him, who was oppressed and 
was afflicted: yet He opened not His 
mouth. He was brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so He opened not 
His mouth." We may think of Him 
who being in an agony prayed the more 
earnestly, and His sweat was as it were 
drops of blood falling down upon the 
ground." The House of Mourning 
causes those who visit it to remember 
the words of the Gospel of Christ^ 
which are written for our learning : and 
which the house of Feasting, and Mirth, 
and Laughter, serve to drive out of 
our thoughts. The House of Mourn- 
ing calls back to our minds precious 
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texts^ which speak profitably to our 
own consciences, and say to us, ''Ye 
have forgotten the exhortation, which 
speaketh unto you as unto children. My 
Son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of Him : for whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with Sons, for what Son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not? But 
if ye be without chastisement, whereof 
all are partakers, then are ye bastards, 
and not sons." Again: the word of 
God says, ** The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of GoD : and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God^ and joint heirs with 
Christ: if so be that we suffer with 
Him that we may be glorified together. 
For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall be re- 

f3 



54 mBMoB ni. 

realed ia us/' '' Our li^t aJUciion, 
which IS but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory/' ** Blessed are they 
that mourn for they shall be comforted." 
These, and many others, are the good 
lessons which they may learn who go 
to the House of Mourning,, and there sit 
under Christ to learn of Him. There 
we also feel ourselves wisely and kindly 
rebuked by the spirit of Christ for our 
own forgetfulness of His daily mercies 
and continual blessings towards us : re- 
buked for our own murmurings and dis- 
content under our light trials and trifling 
dbappointments : rebuked for our care- 
lessness in not preparing ourselves for the 
** time of our tribulation," for " the hour 
of death/' for " the day <rf judgment." 
And is not Christ's word, which 
we learn in the House of Mourning, 
and which '' is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in ri^teousness/'^--i» it not better 
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than the song of fools, and the idle 
words and profane jesting, which are too 
often heard in the House of Feasting ? 
One is like a great bright glowing fire, 
which is good and lasting, and burns 
up our lusts while it warms our heart : 
the other is like a vanishing flash, like 
the crackling of thorns under a pot. — 
It is a mere '* vanity ! '^ 
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THE SINNER'S FRIEND. 



^ ■^*^^wt^^^^»i^ 



Romans v. 1, 8. 

SoarccljT for a Righteous Man will one die : yet 
peradfenture for a Good Man some would even 
dare to die. But God commendeth His love 
toward us^ in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

1 . We seem naturally inclined to help 
a good Man sooner than a bad one. If 
we hear of some righteous Man in great 
distress, we are apt to say within our* 
selves. ^'I should like to help him out 
of his trouble, for he is a good M&n.'^ 
Now let us suppose such a Man to be 
caught by an Enemy in the day of bat- 
tle : and sentence of Death passed upon 
him. We should pity him and say, 
"Would that I could do something to 
get him away from the enemy 1 Would 
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that I could save the good Prisoner's 
life ! " But how if one should say to 
you, ''You seem to feel much for that 
righteous Man: and seem willing to 
befriend him. Will you die for him ? 
Will you suffer death in his stead, and 
so cause him to be spared, and set at 
liberty ? " This would be indeed a trial of 
your love ! you would feel your very 
nature start back at such a thing. Die 
for him ! Ah ! Death is an awful matter : 
and you would most likely at once say, 
*' No, I cannot think of dying in his 
place. No, I pity his situation : I feel 
for him and his family : I would do 
almost any thing to save his life ; for he 
is a good Man and his loss will be 
great ; but I cannot consent to lay down 
my own life to save his." And so one 
*^^ght go from man to man, from friend 
to friend, and say, "will you die for 
the righteous Man, for the good Man 
in prison whom we all love ? Will any 
of you suffer death for him, that he may 
live ? " You might go from one person to 
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another ; and from village to village ; 
from city to city : from country to 
country; you might blow a trumpet in 
every house and . in every place^ sayings 
" Who will die for the Righteous Man? " 
One would say, '*/ will not: for I am 
not yet fit to die/' Another would say, 
" / will not : for I am young and strong 
and healthy : and have yet a long time 
to live. I cannot give up so much for 
the good Man's sake." Another would 
say, " I will not die for him : for I am 
old, and have but a few days more to 
be on earth ; and I would fain live them 
out." Another would say '*I have 
friends and children : and for their sakes 
I will not die for the righteous Man." 
Another would say, **I am afraid of 
death: I dare not die." And so you 
would find that saying true, ** Scarcely 
for a Righteous Man will one die." But 
after long search you might perhaps find 
some godly man, some christian who 
had a great desire to depart from this 
life and be with Christ in heaven ; and 
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perhaps he would answer your call, and 
say, "That Prisoner in the enemy's 
hand is a good Man. For him to live 
would be a blessing to thousands: for 
him to abide in the flesh a little longer 
will be profitable to many. I am de- 
livered from the fear of death. I will 
die for the good Man." So perad venture 
you might see that although ** scarcely 
for a Righteous Man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a Good Man some would 
even dare to dieJ^ 

2. But if it would be so hard a mat- 
ter to find any who would lay down his 
own life to save a ** Good Man " from 
death, how would it be in the case of a 
Bad Man ? What hope would there be 
that any one would die for him ? If the 
poor wretch in his agony should say to 
you, " O my friend, I beseech you to 
try and get my life spared : " and if you 
got up a petition to the King ; and he 
sent word back that the Bad Man's life 
should be spared, if he could find any 
one to die for him : what would you do? 
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How would you feel? You would 
reckon that all hope was gone. Where 
could you get a Man, either good or bad, 
to suffer death for such a one as he? 
How could you go to any good and 
.righteous Man, and say, '* Will you die 
for this Wicked Man ? He is in great 
terror of death and judgment — he is un- 
der a horrible dread of the damnation of 
hell. Will you die for him, for you are 
good ? " No — you would find none will- 
ing to give up their life to save his. 
.For if you also wdiit to the wicked, and 
said, **Will not any o{ you suffer for the 
bad Man ? He is one of your kind : you 
know him, and he has been a companion 
with you in your wickednesses. He is 
an unbeliever, a liar, a whoremonger, a 
swearer, ^ sabbath -breaker, a thief, a 
foul-mouthed man, and in all respects 
: like you ; and will any of you now die 
in his stead?" Not one would answer, 
/' Yes." Not one would say, '* Yes, here 
am I— let me die, that he may live." 
No, not one would come forward for 
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him. For ''scarcely for a Righteous 
Man will one die : yet peradventure for 
a Good Man some would even dare to die." 
3. And if for a Good Man one did 
die» what a proof that would be of love ! 
Could he give a stronger proof? No — 
''For greater love hath no Man than 
this, that a Man lay down his life for 
his friends." But I would just set one 
more case before your minds. Suppose 
one should say, " Will you give your 
own child to die for the Good Man in 
prison?" Here would be indeed a 
stranger matter to ask than if he had 
said, "Will you j^owr^tf//* die for him?" 
You would say, '' It cannot be : I cannot 
do that thing. Peradventure for the 
Good Man I might myself have even 
dared to die : but to give up my own 
child for his sake, to see my own child's 
blood poured out, and his body torn 
and broken and pierced and killed, for 
another's sake, I cannot consent to it, 
however righteous or however good that 
other man may be." My Son^ my Son, 
he shall not p> with you, to die for 
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another Man." Yes, my friends, even 
if your Son were a bad and rebellious 
son, and one who honoured you not, 
still if you had the love of Gol> in you, 
your heart would bleed to see hini suf- 
fer: and you would save his life if you 
could. When the young man Absalom 
rose up against his own father, king 
David, and fought against him, the Lord 
suffered Absalom to perish in the battle. 
But we read that his father David, " the 
king, was much moved, and went up to 
the chamber over the gate, and wept : 
and as he went, thus he said, *'Omyson 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! 
Would God I had died for thee,0 Absa- 
lom, my son, my son ! " Deep indeed 
and heavy was the sorrow which holy 
David felt for the death of his wicked 
son. " Would God I had died for thee, 
my son !" But David did not say, "Would 
God one of my other sons had died for 
thee." No— his words were, would God 
/ had died for thee, my Son!" 

4. What I have therefore been en- 
deavouring to remind you of is this: 
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that it would be a very difficult matter 
to find any who would lay down his 
own life to save the life even of a 
*' Righteous man/' yet perhaps some 
might be found who would do it. But 
where would you find the Man who 
would give up his own Son to die for 
another: and especially if that son was 
his only Son and a good Son ! and more 
especially if that other (whose life would 
be spared) was a bad Man, and not 
righteous, not good. To ask a father 
to give his good and only Son to die for 
an Ungodly Man would indeed be con* 
sidered foolishness. ** But God com- 
mendeth His love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for w^." Here is indeed a deep mystery 
of Love and Wisdom ! Here is a mighty 
Ocean of the Lord's Goodness and Pity 
towards Sinners ! — towards us.'' What 
were we when the Almighty gave Jesus 
Christ to die for us ? Were we righte^ 
ous? Were we good? No — It is written: 
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** In due time Christ died for the 
ungodly." ** While we were yet Sinners 
Christ died for us." Christ the Son 
of God most High!— His only begotten 
Son !-r-His holy Child, in whom He was 
well pleased ! — Christ, the Righfeous ! — 
concerniog whom Moses, and the Pro- 
phets, and the writers of all Holy Scrip- 
tures, have written; whom the Father 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with 
Power! Who went about doing good! 
whom His Father made to be the great 
Teacher and Prophet, to instruct the 
Church in things pertaining to God and 
eternal Life ! Christ, the mighty King 
and Head over all things to the Church ; 
even King of kings, and Lord of lords ! 
the great High Priest of our Christian 
profession ! — even such a One, even 
Christ Himself, did His Father give to 
die for us, that we through believing in 
in Him, might escape the bitter pains 
of eternal death, and live with Him in 
everlasting Life I *' For God so loved the 
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Worlds that He gave His only begotten 
Son : that whosoever believeth ia Him 
should not perish : but have everlasting 
Xife." 

5. If we had been ever so righteous ^ 
ever so good^ where should we have 
found a human friend^ to die for us in 
our need ? It would not have been easy 
to find one. *' For scarcely for a Righte- 
ous man will one die : yet peradventure 
for a Good man some would even dare 
to die.'* And how if we were not 
righteous, not good? where-^ where in 
that case could we find a substitute? 
one> who would die even a quick and 
easy death in our stead? '^But God 
commendeth His love towards us> in 
that while we were yet SinnerSi Christ 
died for us/' Is there nothing in God's 
love towards us, which is lovely in our 
eyes ? If we think of Jesus as coming 
forward to die for us poor Sinners, is 
there nothing in His character to make 
us love Him ? Is His dying love not 
lovely to our souls to think upon ? Is 
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there no beauty in Him that we should 
desire Him ? 1 how hard is the Sin* 
ner's heart towards that Christ who 
proved Himself the Sinner's Friend ! 
There were thousands who saw the bit- 
ter tears of sorrow on our Saviour's face, 
when they led Him away to cmcify 
Him; thousands who saw His body 
marked with the lashes of Pilate's 
scourge, and the whips of the Roman 
soldiers! thousands who saw the scars 
which the crown of thorns had left upon 
His forehead I thousands who saw His 
Body nailed to the Cross and streaming 
with blood and quivering with torture, 
and crying out in thirst and agony! 
Sinners in those days could see and hear 
all this and much more, and yet did not 
love Jesus Christ. They could hear 
Him say to the weeping women, 
** Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for 
Me." They could hear Him say to His 
Mother, (while He was on the Cross) 
•* Woman behold thy Son," and to John, 
"Behold: thy Mother." They could hear 
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Him pray to God for His murderers, 
and say, " Father, forgive them." Sin- 
ners in those days coukl see Christ 
hang in misery and die in shame, and 
yet not love Him, though he did no Sin, 
and died for Sinners. And where is the 
difference between Sinners then and 
Sinners now ? Did not the Son of God 
die for us also? And do we not find 
thousands still, who hear of the love of 
Christ towards Mankind, but do not 
love Him, nor see any thing lovely in 
Him ? There are thousands in this coun- 
try, (are you one of them ? ) who love 
Him not, and keep not His sayings: 
as He Himself saith^ '' If a Man love 
Me, He will keep My words." ** He 
that loveth Me not keepeth not My say* 
ings." If we can see nothing to love in 
such a One as Jesus Christ, we shall 
see nothing to love in any thing belongs 
ing to God. If we can see nothing in 
the Death of His Son to move us to love 
Him, we shall see nothing to love God 
for in any thing which He hath done or 
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is doing for us. ''God commendeth 
His love towards us, in that while we 
were yet Simmers Christ died for us." 
If wJiile we were yet Sinners the Al- 
mighty had sent His Son to destroy us^ 
and to plunge us down quick into hell 
fire, and punish us according to our 
sins ; if He had caused us long ago to 
perish for ever and to suffer the due 
reward of our deeds ; then indeed He 
would have set before us a sight of His 
vengeance. His powers His justice^ and 
it would be no wonder if we did not 
love Him, for in that way He would not 
have commended His love toward us ' 
but would have manifested His wrath 
only. But when we hear of such a One 
as God loving us and sending His only 
Son to die for such as we> to bear our 
iniquities upon Himself^ and to save our 
souls with a mighty deliverance; it is 
indeed enough to make us think highly 
of God's love to usward : and if so be we 
believe the report of the Gospel, if we 
really believe what we hear concerning 
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the great Salvation of Sinners through 
Christ, then we shall have love in 
our hearts toward the Father and to 
wards His dear Son. But remember 
this, that ** no Man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost.'' There are three holy Persons 
concerned in the Salvation of our Souls : 
God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, three Persons and 
One God : of whom cometh Salvation. 
God the Father commendeth His love 
towards us (declares in His holy Gospel 
how excellent and tender and strong is 
His love) in that while we were yet Sin- 
ners, God the Son died for us. If we 
truly believe this, it is God the Holy 
Ghost who hath worked that belief in 
us : and the evidences of our faith and 
tokens of our belief, and the fruits of 
the Holy Ghost will be brought forth in 
our lives. For true ** Faith worketh by 
Love." But if we are afraid that we do 
not believe as we ought, if we desire 
to have faith, and to love the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, let us pray Him to send the 
Holy Ghost to help our ignorance and 
unbelief. But if we care not about 
these things, these mighty doings of the 
Almighty's love to a ruined world, if we 
neglect so great salvation, we shall not 
escape the Vengeance of the Lord in the 
Day of the Wrath of His Lamb. 



SERMON V. 



ON SUBJECTION TO RULERS. 



Romans xiii. 1. and 6. following. 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. — 
For there is no power but of God : the powers 
that be are ordained of God. Whosoever there- 
fore resististh the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God : and they that resist shall receive unto 
themselves damnation. For rulers are not a 
terror unto good works, but to the evil. Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of the power ? Do that 
which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the 
same : for he is the minister of God to thee for 
good* But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid : for he beareth not the sword in vain : for 
he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye 
tskust needs be subject, not only for wrath, but 
also for consciences' sake. For for this cause 
pay ye tribute also : for they are God's ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing. Ren- 
der therefore, to all their dues : tribute to whom 
tribute is due : custom to whom custom : fear to 
whom fear : honour to whom honour. 
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1. KiNGs^ rulers, magistrates, and 
such like officers, because of the rule 
and authority and power, which they 
have on earth, are called in the text 
*' the higher powers:" and "the power," 
or " the powers that be." —They are 
also called in Scripture, " principalities 
and powers." " Let every soul be sub- 
ject unto the Higher Powers." — In 
those few words every true christian 
sees what is his part and duty towards 
«uch persons. — He must be '* subject " 
unto them. And there is a reason for it 
given by Paul in the text, which may 
teach us why Believers can willingly 
'' subject " themselves to those " higher 
powers." ** For" (says Paul) ** there is no 
power but of God : .the powers that be 
are ordained of God." In the power of 
kings, magistrates, and such like orders 
of men, you see a thing which is of the 
Lord, and which is intrusted to those 
rulers by the Almighty Himself. The 
power is a good and sacred thing: and 
whether they who have it be good or 
bad men, whether they make a good or 
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bad use of it, it cannot make the thing it* 
self different in the eyes of a christian. 
So with respect to preachers to whom 
the Gospel is entrusted : whether those 
preachers- be good or bad men, the Gos- 
pel itself remains good : and the Lord 
has ordained them to preach it and ad- 
minister it unto others. Woe unto those 
preachers, if they themselves be '* work- 
ers of iniquity." But their being so can- 
not make the Gospel an unholy thing. 
And woe unto all kings, rulers, and 
magistrates, who are themselves '^work- 
ers of iniquity." But their being so 
cannot make **the Power" itself, which 
they have, a bad or unholy thing. **For 
there is no power but of God." When 
the Lord Jesus was brought before Pon- 
tius Pilate the Governor, Pilate said, 
*^ dost Thou not know that I have power 
to crucify Theo^ and have power to 
release Thee? Jesus answered. Thou 
couldest have no power at all against 
Me, except it were given thee from 
above." Now Pilate was a heathen 
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governor: yet his power as a governor 
was ** from above," from God, who set 
him in that station of life. For '' the 
powers that be are ordained of God." 

2» You see, therefore, the wickedness 
of resisting and rising against that power 
in governors, rulers, magistrates, and the 
like. It is kicking against a thing, which 
God Himself has ordained. "Who- 
soever therefore resisteth the power, 
(says Paul) resisteth the ordinance of 
God." It is no wonder to see the blind- 
ed heathen, or ignorant unbelievers, 
strive against **the power" of such of* 
ficers and persons in authority : but for 
any one professing Christ to act thus 
is wonderful and dreadful. For if we 
be christians, God is our Father. Shall 
men rise up against the ordinance of 
their own Father, their heavenly, all- 
wise, almighty Father? Can this be 
right or safe? It is most ungrateful, as 
well as jdangerous ? It was bad enough 
for the. people of Israel to rise up in re- 
bellion against David, their good kiQg : 
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but it was monstrous and most unns^tu^ 
ral in his own son Absalom^ to hav(k 
any thing to do in so foul a matter.---* 
His resistance was worse than their's^ 
and he came to a fearful end as a dam- 
nation from the Lord. When men "pro- 
fessing godliness/' calling God their 
Father, have any part with the world in 
resisting the power of rulers and kings, 
their resistance is worse in the Lord's 
sight than the resistance of those who 
know Him not, and profess not to be 
believers in His word. " For there is no 
power but of God : the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whosoever there- 
fore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God : and they that resist 
shall receive unto themselves damna- 
tion." 

3. If we be believers indeed. We 
shall be ''careful to maintain good 
works : " *' leading a quiet and peace- 
able life in all godliness and honesty." 
And what harm will rulers and magis- 

trates do to us, if we be such persons ? 
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Have we any good cause to be afraid of 
ihem, if we are ruling ourselves after 
Christ's word? *'Who shall harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which is good? '^ 
'* For rulers (says Paul) are not a terror 
unto ^ood works, but to the evil." Is 
there any thing in the office and person 
of a magistrate, or any other of the king's 
officers, which causes you terror ? If so,f 
that terror is a warning voice in your 
heart sent by God, to remind you that 
you are living in some dishonest, unlaw- 
ful way. And as long as you do so, the 
power of the magistrate will be a terror 
to your conscience. *' Cease to do evil r 
learn to do well, " and your terror will 
depart from you. " Wilt thou then not 
be afraid of the power ? " Do you wish 
to be freed from your tormenting fear of 
the officers' power ? "Do that which is 
good : and thou shalt have praise of the 
same." Do that which is lawful and 
right : and that power of the magistrate, 
which you now fear as your enemy, you 
will find to be your friend. *' For he is 
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the minister of God to thee for good.'- 
True christians have good cause to love 
and reverence the power> just as they 
have good cause to love and reverence 
God's law. For as God's law (which^ 
because it is of God, is good, holy, just, 
and true) as His Law is not an enemy, 
not a terror, not a curse, not a punisher, 
to the Believing christian, but a friend^ 
a delight, a blessing, a rewarder; so 
the magistrate's power (which is of God, 
and therefore good) is not an enemy, a 
terror, a curse^ a punisher to a righte^- 
ous man^ but is a minister of God to 
him for good. There are daily and 
hourly blessings, which you daily and 
hourly forget, but which nevertheless 
providentially <^ome unto you by means 
of the power of •* such as are in autho- 
rity." Are there not some pennons in 
every parish, whatever they may say to 
the contrary, who are only kept in oiv 
der by that powier which is in the magis- 
trate? What is the reason that your 

house is not broken into ev^ry day by 
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such persons as have ''not the fear of 
God before their eyes?" — because they 
have the fear of the officer s power before 
their eyes. Why are not a thousand 
bad and brutal things done to you every 
year by such as are wicked and are no 
christians? — because they are afraid. 
Afraid of what ? afraid of whom ? — not of 
' God ; nor of His power : for they can^ 
not see Him^ and do not believe in His 
power. But they can see the magistrate 
and officer ; and they know that he has 
power^ They think it is Man's power : 
but the christian knows better. For 
'* there is no power but of God." I say 
theiijf that as a believer in the Gospel, 
you are bound heartily to reverence, 
and to be most truly thankful to the 
Almighty for^ the power which He en-^ 
trusts to the ruler^ governor, magistrate, 
and the like< ^* For he is the minister 
of God to thee for good." 

4. '^ But if thou do that which is evil 
be afraid." Evil doings and fear are 
close companions. They have been so 
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from earliest days. When Adam be- 
came an evil-doer, he was '* afraid and 
hid himself." So if you break the laws 
of your country, and despise the power j 
fear becomes your portion. — Such is 
God's will : as it is written^ *^ If thou 
do that which is evil^ be afraid/' The 
man who has made the magistrate's 
power his enemy, cannot help fearing. 
Although the ruler or magistrate may be 
a most kind and tender^^hearted man> 
and even your own friend, still the power 
of the magistrate is your enemy if you 
do evil: and as you have risen up 
against that power, which is of God, 
that power rises up against you : and 
you may well be afraid of it. It is as a 
sword which the Lord hath put into the 
ruler's hand ' and with that sword the 
ruler or Magistrate or judge must, as 
God's servant, strike or destroy the 
evil-doer, according to the evil deed 
which he has done. *'He beareth not 
the sword in vain : for he is a minister 
of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
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upon him that doeth evil/' But whose 
•'wrath" does the magistrate execute? 
not his own, but his Master's wrath 
— the wrath of God. I have seen tears 
run down from the eyes of a judge, 
while he was passing sentence of death 
upon an evil-doer. Does the judge weep 
for anger;? no— but for pity and for sorrow. 
And many a christian magistrate's heart 
aches when he sentences his guilty fel- 
low-^sinners to that punishment, which 
their crimes have brought upon them. 

5. There are, therefore, two strong 
reasons, why we, as christians, must 
submit ourselves to the ** powers that 
be." One is, because of the *' wrath," 
or punishment, which those powers have 
authority from God to execute upon us, 
if we resist the power. As it is written : 
*' They that resist shall receive unto 
themselves damnation," whoever they 
be : for there must be no respect of per^ 
sons in judgment. The other reason 
why we must submit ourselves to the 
power, is because of '* conscience/' For 
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although it is possible to be an evil-doer 
all one's life long, and yet not get into 
the hand of the magistrate, to feel the 
stroke of his sword^ yet it is not possi- 
ble to be a breaker of our country's 
laws, and yet to have a good conscience 
tow^ards God, In the great Day of 
Judgment, v^^hen all secrets shall be laid 
open, those crafty and hidden things, in 
v^rhich men often do evil against the 
king's authority 'without being punished 
by his sword, will rise up and testify 
against them. ** Wherefore (as Paul 
says) ye must needs be subject, not only 
for wrath, but also for conscience sake," 
not only, because of the wrath of God, 
which evil-doers may and do often re- 
ceive from the magistrate's power on 
earth : but also because of that wrath 
which God the righteous Judge shall 
visit you with in the last Day, whose 
conscience accuses you of going on 
secretly prospering in doings which are 
against the laws of your earthly king and 
the lawful ordinances of your country* 
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The apostle Peter gives this comtnand-^ 
ment to all the christian church ; '' sub- 
mit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord^s sake : v^rhether it 
be to the king^ as supreme : or unto 
governors^ as unto them that are sent 
by Him for the punishment of evil-doers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. 
For so is the will of God, that with 
well-doing ye mdy put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men : as free, and 
not using your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of 
GoDi Honour all men. Love the bro- 
therhood. Fear God. Honour the king." 
6. A true christian will find his con^- 
science get tender, quick, and feeling : 
and he will get more and more careful 
not to wound it. He will find himself 
conscientiously striving to set the Lord 
before him in matters of daily life. He 
will '* be exercising himself to have 
alwavs a conscience void of offence, both 
towards God and towards Men." When 
engaged, or about to engage, in some 
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doubtful thing, his conscience says : 
''stop: is it right? Is it according to 
my Lord's word and will ? How would 
Jesus act in a like case ? Am I doing as 
I would be done by ? Can I fairly and 
honestly look for God's blessing upon 
it ? " When once any one has really felt 
the love of Christ in his heart and the 
power of His Gospel, it is surprising 
how quickened and enlightened that 
person's conscience becomes : how much 
better able by the Holy Ghost^ to per- 
ceive and know what things he ought to 
do; how able to feel and see many 
things now which in the blindness and 
deadness of his cold heart he passed over 
without a thought. In a true christian 
it becomes quite a matter of conscience 
towards God, to be honest and regular 
in his payment of taxes, rates, dues, 
customs, tributes, to all who have law- 
ful right to receive them. He desires to 
consider all such persons as '* the powers 
that be," as the powers, ** ordained of 
Gop," God's servants. His ministers. 
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Whether they feel themselves to be so or 
not, the true christian desires to con- 
sider them as such : for the word of the 
Lord declares it: and for conscience 
towards God, as well as for peace 
and safety sake, the believer renders 
unto them their dues. '* For this cause 
(says Paul) pay ye tribute also: for 
they are God's ministers, attending con- 
tinually upon this very thing." It is quite 
a part of the real Believer's character to 
be strict and exact in these particulars. 
The christian's Master, the Lord Jesus 
Himself, used to pay tribute when He 
was on earth. " They that received tri- 
bute-money came to Peter, and saith, 
Doth not your Master pay tribute? he 
saith. Yes." If you hope to be with 
Christ in heaven, take heed that you 
follow Christ on earth. And if this 
question should eVer be asked, *' Do 
you render unto all men their dues ?" 
let him, who names the name of Christ, 
be able truly and humbly to answer, 
^' yes." The command and exhortation 
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of the Gospel thus speaks : — *' Render, 
therefore, to all their dues : tribute to 
whom tribute is due : custom to whom 
custom : fear to whom fear : honour 
to whom honour." It is nothing but 
hypocrisy^ covetousness, and resistance 
against the ordinance of God, when un* 
just men under pretence of religion and 
conscience, keep back any taxes, cus- 
toms, tributes, and such like payments, 
from persons to whom such things are 
due. Although Caesar was a heathen 
ruler among the Jews, still our Lord 
said to His people, " Render unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar's : and unto 
God the things which are God's." It 
lias always been too much the practice 
for ungodly men to break through these 
plain, just, and beautiful rules of the 
Lord ; to speak evil of powers and digni- 
ties ; to brawl and raU against them : 
and to fancy^ or pretend, that they are 
doing God service. — Peter's words are 
very strong: *'The X.ord (says he) 
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knoweth how to deliver the Godly out 
of temptations, and to reserve the Un- 
just unto the Day of Judgment to be 
punished : but chiefly them that walk 
after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, 
and despise government. Presumptu- 
ous are they, self-willed, they are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignities. Where- 
as Angels, which are greater in power 
and might, bring not railing accusation 
against them before the Lord." 

7. It is my duty as a christian min- 
ister to put you all in mind of your 
duties on these points though you know 
them. Thus speaks Paul to the minister 
Titus, as regards the church : " Put 
them in mind to be subject to princi- 
palities and powers, to obey magis- 
trates, to be ready to every good work, 
to speak evil of no man, to be no brawl- 
ers, but gentle, shewing all meekness 
unto all men." Great, solemn, and 
difficult is the situation of kings, ru- 
lers, judges, powers, magistrates. They 
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have need of, and a right to, the pi*ayers 
of every christian Church and Congre- 
gation in the whole world. Paul says 
to the minister Timothy, " I exhort that 
first of all, supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks be made 
for all men : for kings, and for all that 
are in authority : that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty. — For this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour : 
who will have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth." Remember this ; whether 
kings, judges, rulers, powers, be them- 
selves good men or not, they are never- 
theless in their office shadows and like- 
nesses of Jesus, who is their Lord and 
Master, and to whom they must give an 
account. Every earthly king ought to 
make us think of Christ the King of 
kings, and Lord of Heaven and earth. — 
Every ruler should serve to remind us 
of Him, who is the everlasting "Ruler 

i2 
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of His people Israel." — Every power on 
earth sbould raise our thoughts to that 
j£8tJs> who is ** the Power of God." — 
Every human judge should stir up our 
dull minds to think on Him, who we 
believe shall ** come to be our Judge." — 
li, dear friends^ we would have this 
" King of Glory," this everlasting Rulei\ 
this great Power of God, this "most 
worthy Judge eternal," to be our Friend 
in ''the dreadful Day of Judgment," let 
us now daily seek His pardoning grace, 
His cleansing blood. His quickening 
Spirit, and follow the blessed steps of 
His most holy life, and not follow after 
vain persons : but be followers of those 
who are followers of Christ: that 
through Him we may with them have 
our portion in God's eternal and peace- 
ful kingdom. 
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EXHORTATION TO SERVANTS. 



Titus ii. 9. 
Exhort Servants. 

1. Such christians as have earthly 
masters are in need from time to time 
to be kindly and affectionately called 
to remember those duties which they 
know, and to perform those duties of 
their calling, which they are apt to 
be slack in. This is called '* exhorting" 
them. Now ''exhortation" is a thing 
which all christians have need of, as 
well as such christians as are servants. 
Therefore Paul, in his first letter to the 
Thessalonian christians, speaks thus to 
them all: "We beseech you, brethren, 
and cxhorl you by the Lord Jesus, that 
as ye have received of us how ye ought 
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to walk and to please God^ so ye wouM 
abound more and more. For ye know 
what commandments we gave you by 
the Lord Jesus." This work of "ex- 
hortation" does not belong only to the 
Ministers and Preachers of the Gospel. 
Christians ought in a spirit of love and 
earnestness to exhort one another : and 
that often : lest Satan gain an ad van t^ 
age over them t as Paul says in the 
Hebrews: "Take heed^ brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief^ in departing from the living 
God. But exhort one^another daily^ 
while it is called To-day' lest any of 
you be hardened through the deceitful-^ 
ness of sin." Acting upon this rule 
himself^ St. Paul^ in his letter to the 
bishop Titus^ exhorted him to give dili-^ 
gence to the duties of his bishopric. — 
One of those duties was to exhort those 
over whom the Holy Ghost had made 
liim overseer. Paul also exhorted the 
bishop Timothy, saying, ** Till I come, 
give attendance to refeding, to exhortation^ 
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to doctrine; neglect not the gift that 
is in thee/* These letters of Paul 
to Timothy and Titus^ may therefore 
be most profitably studied by all the 
Ministers of Christ*s churchy and re- 
ceived as a **word of exhortation" to 
them ; shewing them their duties to* 
wards their flocks, and earnestly and 
kindly calling them to the practice 
thereof. — For as with the people^ so 
with the priest> we all have need to be 
stirred up to remember our professionut 
and pftrts and privileges. 

2. I would now give a few words of 
*' Exhortation" to such as are *'Ser* 
vants : " — for so I am commanded by 
the word of God, which saith: "Ex- 
hort Servants." Satan is busy to try 
and make you disobedient to your own 
Masters. , Because if he can make 
you disobey your Master, he thereby 
causes you to disobey God. For He 
has commanded you, saying, ^'Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your Mas* 
ters according to the flesh." So saith 
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the Spirit to you by Paul in the Gospel, 
at 5th chapter of the Epistle to the 
Ephesians. — Therefore as a Minister of 
Christ, I testify to you in His Name and 
exhort, saying, '* Servants, be obedient 
unto your own Masters." And before 
we go further, I would remind you, that 
by the word ** Servants," are meant, not 
only ^ra-servants, but also such Christ- 
ian females as are in service: and by 
the word '* Masters," we must under- 
stand not Masters only, but also Mis- 
tresses : for the master and his wife are 
as one in God's sight* I speak therefore 
to Maid-servants, as well as Men, say- 
ing, ** Servants, be obedient to your 
own Masters." 

3. Again : there is a right and wrong 
zody of being obedient. If your master 
or mistress say, *' Do this," and you do 
it, the Almighty looks to see how you 
receive the commandment, and in what 
Spirit you perform it. Some servants 
pay no respect to the situation or condi- 
tion of a Master. But let us remember 
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that God Himself is a Master: and 
every master on earth is, by reason 
of his place or office, a likeness of God, 
the great Master over all. Therefore 
whatever may be the private character 
of your own master, whether he be a 
good or bad man, still the place he 
holds over you is appointed by the Lord, 
and therefore your obedience must be 
with reverence and respect, on account 
of his place. For so you are commanded 
by the Lord, who says to you by Paul, 
** Servants, be obedient to them that 
are your Masters, according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling'' Peter also 
says thus to you in his first Epistle : 
" Servants, be subject to your Masters 
with ^Wfear : not only to the good and 
gentle : but also to the froward/* So 
you see, whatever may be the state of 
your master's heart and life before God, 
whether he be a righteous man and 
merciful and kind ; or whether he rages 
and curses at you, and is a child of the 
devil, still the Lord has set him in a 
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Master s place over you, and you, as 
a christian, must reverence the Lord's 
appointment, and be subject to your 
master **with all fear." Such is the 
will of your heavenly Master. And, re- 
member, if you be indeed one of Christ's 
Household, the desire of your heart will 
be to do His will, however much it may 
be against your own. You will say to 
Christ as Christ Himself said to God, 
•'Not My will, but Thine be done." 
This of course is the desire of every real 
christian in every rank or condition of 
life. If therefore to please Christ be 
your object, your single hearty object, 
you must for His sake be reverently 
subject to your own earthly masters, 
whether their ways of life and conversa- 
tion be such as you love or hate. As it 
is written : ** Servants, be obedient to 
them that are your Masters according to 
the flesh, with fear and trembling, m 
singleness of your heart as unto Christ." 
4. If you desire to serve your mas- 
ters *' with singleness of heart," that 
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is, to serve them in deed and in truth, 
not as hypocrites and double-minded 
persons, but as faithful servants, you 
will find that this may be done by look' 
ing unto your Master Jesus, and re- 
membering that His Eye is always upon 
you. There are some servants who seem 
not to know that they have " a Master 
in Heaven." As long as they see their 
earthly masters eye upon them, they 
are not slothful in his business: but. 
when he is out of sight, they in a great 
measure grow slack. Other servants 
again seem to think that they have only 
an earthly master to please : and their 

• 

only aim and endeavour seems to be 
how they may get him to look at their 
work, and to praise them. Other ser- 
vants seem to be thinking of little else 
than how they may please their fellow 
servants : and if they can do their mas- 
ter's work in such a way as to be seen 
and praised by the worlds they care not 
whether their master be content or not. 
Whether Jesus Chrtst is pleased or not 



96 SERMON VII. 

ple$ised, is a matter which never comes 
into their thoughts. The Holy Scrip- 
tures teach christian servants to be obe- 
dient unto their own masters, '* not 
with eye-service : as men^pleasers." 
What then? — Is it wrong to try and 
please your master when his eye is upon 
you ? No. Is it wrong to try and do his 
work at all times in such a way as shall 
please him ? No. It is my duty to ex- 
hort Servants to please their masters 
'' well in all things : " for so the Scrip- 
ture teaches me, saying, *' Exhort Ser- 
vants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all 
things."— And why? Because such is 
the will of your own God and the com- 
mandment of your own Saviour, your 
Master which is above.— To do His 
will, to perform His pleasure, to have 
His eye smile upon you, to gain His 
praise, to hear those words said to you 
by Christ, "well done, good and faithful 
Servant:" to please Him who died for^ 
you : these, these must be your reasons, 
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your motives, your objects, in your ser- 
vice to such persons as it has pleased 
God to make your Masters here for a 
few years on earth. Believe that you 
are indeed the Servants of Christ : be-r 
lieye that you are doing the will of God 
in faithfully serving your earthly mas- 
ters: believe that your reward and 
best recompence shall be from your 
Master which is in heaven; remember 
how He made Himself a servant in this 
world for your sakes, as well as for 
your masters. Believe that He is with 
you always: always near: always be- 
holding your toil and your labour which 
you take under the sun in that state of 
life unto which He Himself hath called 
you. When Paul exhorted christians 
who were Servants, he said, '* Servants, 
be obedient to them that are your 
masters according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling, in singleness of 
your heart, as unto Christ: not with 
eye-service, as men-pleasers : but as 
the servants of Christ, doing the will 
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of God from the heart : with good will 
doing service, as to the Lord, and not 
to men : knowing that whatsoever good 
thing any man doeth, the same shall he 
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond 
or free." And again when Paul exhorted 
some christian Servants at another time, 
he said to them, ** Servants, obey in 
all things your masters according to 
the flesh : not with eye-service, as men^ 
pleasers: but in singleness of heart, 
fearing God : and whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men : knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance, for 
ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that 
doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done : and there is no 
respect of persons." 

5. Here punishment from God is 
threatened by Paul against such Ser- 
vants as "do wrong" towards their 
masters, as it is written : *' he that 
doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done." The Almighty 
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will punish wicked and slothful Ser- 
vants, as well as wicked and hard 
Masters: for *• there is no respect of, 
persons." I will now, therefore, set 
before you two things, in which, alas ! 
thousands of Servants, both male and 
female, **do wrong:" and except they 
repent, they will have to receive for the 
wrong which they have done. First: 
Servants do wrong in *' answering a- 
gain : " that is to say, in giving rough 
or disrespectful answers, when their 
masters or mistresses speak to them. 
Some Servants have got into this wick- 
ed habit even towards good masters 
and kind mistresses. Even when they 
are spoken to in mild language, they 
answer in a sullen and grievous man- 
ner. Other Servants are guilty of this 
sin of *' answering again," when they 
are provoked by the unjust accusa- 
tions, or the passionate words of head- 
strong and ungodly masters. But under 
all circumstances, it is a sin against 

their Master Christ, whenever Servants 

k2 
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•* answer again," whether it be to such 
masters as are good and gentle, or to 
such as are furious and fro ward. You 
say, **It is hard to have fals6 things 
laid to our charge by our masters.'* 
Yes, dear friends : it is hard. You say, **It 
is hard, when we have done well by our 
master, to be treated by him as if we 
had done ill." Yes^ so it is. You say^ 
*'Itis hard to be spoken jto as if we 
were dogs, and not fellow-creatures, as 
if we were vile and worthless and good 
for nothing ; it is hard to be cursed and 
stormed at and threatened-" Yes! hard 
indeed : and a grief to the soul "and the 
spirit of every good Servant. But still 
it is written : *^' Servants,, answer not 
again." Fear God : and for His sake^ 
** endure hardness" as good Servants of 
Jesus Christ. Hear what St. Peter 
says to you in the Bible : ** Servants, 
be subject to your masters with all 
fear: not only to the good and gentle: 
but also to the froward. For this is 
thank-worthy, if a man for conscience 
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toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. For what glory is it when 
ye be buflTeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do 
well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God. 
For even hereunto were ye called : 
because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow His steps : who did no sin, nei- 
ther was guile found in His mouth : who, 
when He was reviled, reviled not again : 
when He suffered. He threatened not : 
but committed Himself to Him that 
judge th righteously." Behold here your 
example, O Servants ! See how Christ 
your heavenly Master was treated, 
when He became a '* Servant" for you! 
On His way through earth to heaven 
He met with many a hard thing — He 
had many a false charge laid against 
Him ! many angry words, many furious 
looks, many evil names, were cast at 
Him^ who did no sin! But He ans- 
wered not again : He gave not railing for 
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railing ; He gave not reviling for re- 
viling : but returned soft words for sav- 
age, and kindness for cursings. He left 
His cause in the hands of God, who 
seeth and heareth and knoweth and 
judgeth all things. Will you hereafter 
be with Jesus where He now is ? Then 
set him this day before your face: 
take up your cross daily: and follow 
His steps, and you shall not fail to 
have a glorious and happy place in your 
Lord's kingdom. 

6. There is yet another things be^ 
sides not ** answering again," concern- 
ing which I would now (secondly) ex- 
hort you : namely^ never (no, not even 
in the very smallest thing) never to 
** purloin : " that is, never,^ in any mat^ 
ter, or in any way, to take what does 
not belong to you^ The Devil would 
willingly stir you up to defraud your 
masters. Satan has already prevailed 
with many a man to rob his master of 
gold, of silver, of corn, of wine, of 
clothes, and divers kinds of property -^ 
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He has tempted many a woman to rob 
her mistress of money, of trinkets, of 
jewels, of wearing apparel, and the like. 
O ! be upon your guard, "A good name 
is better than great riches." There are 
many now in the world whose '*good 
name " is lost through dishonesty ; and 
yet once their character was blameless, 
their reputation clean and fair before 
men. It is written: *'Let him who 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall." What a lovely ornament to a ser- 
vant is ** good fidelity.^' It is an orna- 
ment which Servants must shew at all 
times and in all places. It is like a 
bright rich sparkling jewel upon a 
king's head. It pleases and delights 
and gives light, whithersoever the king 
goeth. So is ** good fidelity." Blessed 
are all Servants who shew it ! Blessed 
are all Servants who serve their 
own masters faithfully in the fear of 
God their Saviour! They are blessed 
themselves, and are a blessing to their 
masters. Even as blessed Joseph was a 
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blessing to his master Potiiex, so are all 
faithful and religious servants a blessing 
to every house and family in which it 
pleases God to cause them to dwell. 
The Almighty saith to them, as He did 
to Abraham, *' I will bless thee : and 
thou shalt be a blessing." If I were a 
master and had Servants, my prayer to 
God would be: *'0 Lord, bless my 
house with honest and religious Ser- 
vants : not with Servants, who are only 
faithful to vie their earthly Master; but 
faithful towards Thee also, O Lord 
Christ : Thou God and Master and 
Judge of all." I will now finish with 
some words which St. Paul wrote to 
the christian bishop Titus: *' Exhort 
Servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all 
things : not answering again : not pur- 
loining : but shewing all good fidelity : 
that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men : teaching us, 
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that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly, in this present world : 
looking for that blessed hope and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
Himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. These things speak and 
exhort." 
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THE HARLOT. 



^^*^»^^0^^^t^t^^^ 



Provbrbs xxiii. 27, 28. 

A Whore is a deep ditch : and a Strange Woman 
is a narrow pit. She also lieth in wait as for a 
prey, and increaseth the transgressors among 
men. 

1. The character spoken of by Solo- 
mon in this Text, is one of the most 
foul and hateful in the sight of God, 
among such as can be found here on 
earth. When the Almighty by His 
pure Spirit wrote the blessed Scrip- 
tures, He moved holy men to write 
in them many things concerning '*the 
Whore" and ** Strange Woman." In all 
these Scriptures the Lord has most 
plainly shewn us how utterly abomina- 
ble is that black sin of whoredom, 
which is so dreadfully common in every 
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country ; and in no country more com- 
mon than in England ; which calls her- 
self a christian nation, but nevertheless 
abounds with persons who commit for- 
nication. But hear what God Himself 
says in the Holy Scriptures, ** There 
shall be no Whore of the daughters of 
Israel." All are not the true Israel, 
who call themselves Israel : all are not 
true christians who are called christians. 
And as sure as the Lord liveth. He will 
gather unto Himself out of the world 
a church, both Jews and Christians, a 
glorious church, in which no Harlot 
shall be found. '* There shall be no 
Whore of the daughters of that true 
Israel." For into that heavenly City 
shall enter nothing which defile th or 
worketh abomination ; and that purified 
and perfect Church hath no spot, nor 
wrinkle, nor any such thing, but is 
holy and without blemish. 

2. Let us hear what the Holy Spirit 
saith, concerning Harlots. It is writ- 
ten ; *^ A Whore is a deep ditch," She 



108 SERMON VIII. 

may be likened to one of the foulest 
things which our eyes can behold. 
Fancy yourself walking to a large city, 
and in a certain place near it you see a 
deep ditch, into which all the drains 
and sewers and filthy streams from the 
city run and fall. The way-faring man, 
who travels towards the town, must 
take heed lest he turn aside out of the 
right path and fall into that deep ditch. 
For, if help be not hard at hand, he must 
perish miserably in the corruption of 
that foul place. He must, if left to 
himself, rapidly sink to rise no more. ' 
A Harlot is the same kind of danger 
and ruin to a man's soul as that •' deep 
ditch" would be to his body. *'A 
Whore is a deep ditch." It is written 
again: *'Her house inclineth unto death, 
and her paths unto the dead. None 
that go unto her return again, neither 
take they hold of the paths of Life." 

3. Let us go on with the Text. *' A 
Whore is a deep ditch : and a Strange 
Woman is a narrow pit." She is called 
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a ''Strange'' woman. She is a stranger 
to her God and Saviour. She hath cut 
herself oflf from the privileges of God's 
children. His people. His family. She 
is a sight at which a true christian 
ought to weep from his heart. Many a 
wretched woman, now living a Harlot's 
life and suffering a Harlot's curse, was 
once in happier circumstances. She, 
like yourself, was perhaps once her 
father's joy, her mother's fondest trea- 
sure. Perhaps she once knew what it 
was to receive with gladness the word 
of God from the preacher's lips, and 
the laying on of hands in the solemn 
ordinance of Confirmation : but in time 
of temptation she fell away, having no 
root in herself. Like her first mother 
Eve, she gave ear to the flattery of 
the Serpent's tongue, and now feels the 
poison of the Serpent's tooth. She no 
longer experiences any pleasure in the 
hearing of the Scriptures. She now 
mocks at them; laughs at her former 
teachers : and sets at nought all her 
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Baptism promises and all her Confir- 
mation vows. She is a Stranger, She 
is thus spoken of in the Proverbs : 
"The Strange Woman, even the Stranger 
which flattereth with her words : which 
forsaketh the guide of her youth, and 
forgetteth the covenant of her God/' 
Solomon spesJcs of her again thus : ** The 
mouth of the Strange Woman is a deep 
pit: he that is abhorred of the Lord 
shall fall therein." 

4. Let us again hear the Text : "A 
whore is a deep ditch: and a strange 
Woman is a narrow pit.'' Having en- 
deavoured. to shew you how a Harlot 
may be likened to a deep Ditch, I will 
now try to shew why she may be also 
compared to a narrow Pit. It was, and 
is common, for persons in the East to 
dig pits to catch wild animals in. These 
pits are wide at top, but keep narrow- 
ing as they get deeper. The hunters 
cunningly cover the mouth of the pit 
with dead sticks, grass, and rubbish, 
that the game may be deceived thereby. 
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and fall into it, " So the strange woman" 

flattereth with her mouth. She deceives 

with her fair deadly worthless speeches, 

and causes the simple to fall into her 

snare. " Fear and the pit and the snare, 

are upon thee, O thou inhabitant of the 

earth ! " for the Fool believes her words 

and falls into the pit which Satan has 

digged for him; and as he falls, he 

finds the Harlot's way more and more 

hard to escape from; and he quickly 

perishes body and soul for ever. Hear 

what the word of God says in Holy 

Scripture : '* My Son, keep My words, 

and lay up My commandments with 

thee. Keep My commandments and 

live : and My law as the apple of thine 

eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, write 

them upon the table of thine heart. 

Say unto Wisdom, Thou art my sister ; 

and call understanding thy kinswoman : 

that they may keep thee from the 

Strange Woman, from the Stranger 

which flattereth with her words. For 

at the window of my house I looked 

l2 
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through the casement, and beheld among 
the simple ones : I discerned among the 
youths, a young Man void of under- 
standing, passing through the street 
near her corner : and he went the way 
to her house, in the twilight, in the 
evening, in the black and dark night : 
and behold, there met him a woman 
with the attire of an Harlot, and subtil 
of heart." **With her fair speech she 
caused him to yield; with the flattery 
of her lips she forced him. He goeth 
after her straightway, as an ox goeth to 
the slaughter, or as a fool to the correc- 
tion of the stocks: till a dart strike 
through his liver: as a bird hasteth to 
the snare, and knoweth ndt that it is 
for his life." Many a man, deceived 
by a Harlot's subtility, has been for 
ever ruined. Some, who at first thought 
themselves too strong in mind and body 
to be drawn into destruction by her 
arts, have at last been robbed of health, 
wealth, life, and heaven, by her cursed 
enticements. **For (it is written) she 



THE HARLOT. 113 

hath cast down many wounded: yea, 
many strong men have been slain by 
her. Her house is the way to hell, 
going down to the chambers of death." 

5. Let us again hear what the Text 
says: '* She also lieth in wait as for a 
prey.'' When a hunter has dug a pit for 
the prey, he lies in wait privily watch- 
ing for some beast to fall into it, that 
he may take it and kill it. When the 
fowler has set his net, he watches 
secretly, whether by making some loud 
noise suddenly he can frighten the bird 
into the snare, or can catch it by wait* 
ing in silence ; he cares not which, so 
the prey be taken.— ^Such is the Harlot. 
She can be quret or loud : she can be 
still or stirring; according as it suits 
her deadly purpose. As it is written : 
''She is subtil of heart. She is loud 
ai^d stubborn : her feet abide not in her 
house : now is she without, now in the 
streets, and lieth in wait at every cor- 
ner." If any man would be safe from 

her ruin, and desire to he delivered 

l3 
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from her for ever, let him hearken to 
the Word of God, and not despise the 
commandment. Let him deny himself : 
and fight against the evil lusts and 
desires of his heart. Let him pray to 
be kept from wandering away r from 
Christ's fold, and straying into the 
unlawful paths of the Devil. For Satan 
is her Master : she does his dark work ; 
and does it abundantly. " Hearken unto 
Me now, therefore, O ye children (saith 
the Lord) and attend to the words of 
My mouth. Let not thine heart decline 
to her ways : go not astray in her paths." 
6. Concerning this miserable and 
foul character, let us hear what God's 
Word says further in the Text concern- 
ing her : *'She also lieth in wait as for 
a prey ; and increaseth the transgressors 
among men." The Harlot, the Strange 
Woman, helps men to break every com- 
mandment of God. In the ancient days 
(as well as now) there were many who 
worshipped false gods. But the Harlots 
of those days increased the number of 
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Idolaters. When the people of God 
dwelt for a while among the Moabites, 
the Harlots of that country deceived 
many of them, and led them away from 
the Lord to worship false gods. As it is 
written: **And Israel abode at Shittim, 
and the People began to commit whore- 
dom with the Daughters of Moab. And 
they called the People unto the sacri- 
fices of their gods : and the People did 
eat, and bowed down to their gods.'' 
And what happened to such of God's 
people as were thus led away? — the 
Lord slew them in His anger. And so 
do Harlot^ now-a-days turn men away 
from God, and His first and second 
commandments, and cause them to bow 
down to strange women and their ways, 
and so to serve the Creature above the 
Creator. She increaseth the number of 
Idolaters among men ; to their sorrow 
and ruin. Take the third command- 
ment : It forbids the people of God to 
take His holy Name in vain. But many 
a man, who once used not to swear and 
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blaspheme and speak foul and false 
words, is now every day guilty of so 
doing : and he may remember that it 
was the Harlot who first taught him to 
despise that Law. She increaseth the 
number of Swearers and Foul Talkers 
among Men. Take the fourth command* 
ment, concerning the Sabbath day : 
Look at the sad abundance of Sabbath-*- 
breaking which thousands are led into 
by Harlots. The Lord*s Day is perhaps 
the one in which more whoredom is 
committed by persons calling them- 
selves christians than any other day in 
the week. And you will know that 
whatever joy any man might once have 
received in the Lord's House and on the 
Lord's Day, that joy no longer lodges 
in his heart, if he hath joined himself 
unto a Harlot, and is now a frequenter 
of her house, and a sharer in her guilt. 
He cares no more about the privilege 
of the Sabbath-day. He may come to 
God's House on Sundays almost as re- 
gularly perhaps as before^ to keep up 
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an appearance and deceive his neigh- 
bours ; but the terrible truth is known to 
his own conscience: and his sin keeps 
finding him out in every prayer, in 
every chapter, in every sermon : and 
his conscience tells him that God is not 
deceived, and no secrets are hid from 
Him. But it more often happens that 
the Sabbath, and the Church, and the 
Preaching of the Gospel, are all openly 
despised and made a mock of by Adult- 
erers, Whoremongers and Fornicators. 
For the Harlot **increaseth the number 
of Sabbath-breakers among men." Take 
the fifth commandment, concerning the 
honouring of Parents : There are at this 
moment hundreds of Parents in great 
affliction, because their children have 
been led to frequent the Harlot's house, 
and to delight themselves in the Har- 
lot's company. Once those children 
were kind and merciful at home: but 
since they were caught in the snare of 
the Stranger, she hath caused them to 
be a deep sorrow to the , father who 
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begot them^ and a heart-breaking heavi- 
ness to the mother who bore them so 
long in her womb, and fed them so long 
in her bosom. The Whore causes pa- 
rents' tears to run down apace^ and 
their years to hasten to the grave : be- 
cause she increaseth the number of 
cruel hard-hearted children among men. 
Take the sixth commandment concern- 
ing Murder: Many a man has been 
led on from drunkenness and strife to 
blows and Murder by having become a 
follower of Harlots. Take the last four 
commandments, concerning Adultery, 
Stealing, Lying, and Covetousness : The 
Harlot has drawn many a man from his 
own lawful wife, and caused him to be 
a foul, treacherous, and cursed Adulterer. 
She hath tempted thousands to commit 
robbery: thousands to speak lies and 
swear falsely: thousands to be discon- 
tented at their lot on earth : to long 
after the persons and property of others, 
and to covet an evil covetousness to 
their house. She increaseth the number 



THE HARLOT. 119 

of Murderers, Adulterers, Liars, and 
Covetoiis, and all manner of '' Trans- 
gressors among Meii." 

7. Do you think, then, that there 
is no way of salvation for Harlots ? — Ex- 
cept they repent, they shall certainly 
perish. Except they believe in the Lord 
Jesus Chbist, and become new crea- 
tures in Him, everlasting damnation 
must assuredly be their portion. But 
such shBll be the portion of every sin- 
ner, who goeth on in his sins: every 
Sinner who hears the name of Christ 
and lays not hold upon the Salvation 
which is in Christ, Harlots have been 
known to repent and believe the Gospel 
and enter into heaven, while self-rights 
ecus and self-conceited persons, trusting 
in themselves and in their own righte- 
ousness, have despised the heavenly 
mesi^ge of Christ, and perished through 
their own pride and foolishness. Jesus 
said to the chief Priests and Elders of 
the people in Jerusalem, ** Verily I say 
unto you, that the publicans and the 



120 S£RMON VIII. 

Harlots go into the kingdom of God be- 
fore you. For John (the Baptist) came 
unto you in the way of righteousness^ 
and ye believed him not : but the pub- 
licans and the Harlots believed him: 
and ye, when ye had seen it, repented 
not afterward, that ye might believe 
Him." True, a whore is a deep ditch, 
a narrow pit, a foul, dangerous, soul- 
ruining person : but there is One who 
died upon the Cross to take away the 
sins of the world : and if by the Grace 
of God she be brought with sorrow to 
the Saviour's feet, to trust in that cruci- 
fied Lamb, her sins, which are red like 
crimson — her sins, which are scarlet 
like blood — her sins, which are many, 
shall be forgiven her : her foulness and 
filth shall be washed away in the 
cleansing fountain of Christ's Blood, 
which is open for all uncleanness : and 
a work of the Holy Ghost shall be 
begun in her heart which will not cease 
till she be presented faultless and with- 
out spot before the presence of her God 



THE HARLOT. 121 

in Heaven with exceeding joy. Among 
the number of the Lord's children now 
on earth, who have mourned for their 
sins and cried unto Him for pardon, 
and ha.ve been brought from darkness 
unto light, from death imto life, from 
Satan unto Christ, — among this happy 
number now in the world, there are 
some who once were lost and miserable 
Harlots, but are now fruitful branches 
of the true Vine, real christians, dear 
daughters of God, and joyful saints in 
Christ's church. They can now say 
with David and all other true penitents, 
'*GoD heard my cry. He brought me 
up also out of an horrible pit, out of 
the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
Rock, and established my goings : and 
He hath put a new song in my mouth, 
even praise unto our God." 



M. 
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OUR ADVOCATE. 



1 John ii. part of verse 1. 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father Jesas Christ the Righteous. 

1 . Almighty Gtod is King. His will. 
His words, and His commandments are 
Law. Every breaking of His Law is 
an offence against Him. All Sin is 
therefore hateful in His sight : because 
Sin is the transgressing of His Law. 
It is the breaking of it. Some break 
His Law willingly : others against their 
will. Some break it knowingly : others 
ignorantly. Some break it, and care 
not : others break it, and are afterwards 
thoughtful. Some break it and laugh, 
and go on breaking it more and more. 
Others break it, and mourn, and fear. 
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and become more and more cautious 
and anxious to keep it. Some love His 
Law : and are therefore grieved when 
in any way they break it. Others hate 
His Law, and are glad to break it as 
often as they can and as often as they 
dare. Which of these two kinds of sin- 
ners are we ? Some of both sorts may 
be found in almost every congregation. 
Such as love the Law of God are His 
children: whom the Holy Ghost is 
leading and training up to serve our 
God in another world without sin, with- 
out sorrow, without ceasing. Therefore 
the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of John 
the disciple, saith : ** My little childrert, 
these things write I unto you, that ye 
sin not : " that ye go not on wilfully 
and carelessly offending against ''the 
Law of the , Lord," as others do, who 
hate Him, and make a mock at sin. 
'*My little children, these things write 
I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 
man sin, we have an Advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." 

m2 
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2. In order that we may, with God^s 
blessing, gain knowledge and wisdom 
and comfort from this Text, let us 
consider the meaning of the word ** Ad- 
vocate." An advocate is a person who 
speaks for another to some third party. 
For instance : If, as a servaat you had 
some favor to seek from your master, 
you would perhaps find it more safe 
and pleasant to get your master's Son to 
speak for you. If he did so, he would 
in that case be your *^ Advocate'' with 
the master. He would plead your 
cause. Again : if you had in any way 
offended against your master's orders, 
and felt alarmed and sorry for your 
fault, but dared not go yourself alone 
to him, it would be well for you, if his 
own son would go to his father, and 
ask him to forgive you. Here again : 
the son would be your ** Advocate'' with 
his father. O! how highly favoured, 
then, are the servants of God and His 
Christ. For thus it is written to them : 
** If any man sin, we have an Advocate 
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with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous." See then your privilege : 
in Christ see your Advocate! See a 
Person, willing and able to speak for 
you before His heavenly Father! When- 
ever, therefore, we sin, and are really 
heavy-hearted and fearful, why do we 
not immediately pray to Jesus to take 
up the matter for us, that we may 
again find the peace of God in our soul? 
3. That no one who earnestly de- 
sireth pardon from the Almighty might 
be discouraged, the Son of God is 
pointed out to us as one ready to 
speak for any of His servants. As it is 
written : " If any man sin, we have 
an Advdcate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ." This blessed and all-powerful 
Advocate the World knows not : neither 
do they know Him, who call themselves 
christians but are not really christians. 
Jesus said, '* I pray not for the World, 
but for them whom Thou hast given 
Me." Such are not His Servants only, 

but His Friends^ His Brethren, His 

m3 
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Children. His spirit saith to them, '*My 
little child?'en, these things write I unto 
you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther.*' It is comforting to think that our 
Advocate is our near Relation. If the 
Person whom you had offended should 
say to the Advocate, ** why do you 
come to speak for this man ? It would 
be well for you if the Advocate could 
answer, *' The man is my own servant, 
who is dear unto me : O ! forgive him, 
for he is my servant." And would it 
not be still better, if the Advocate 
could say, "The man is my own friend, 
my own brother, my own child ? O ! 
forgive him, for I have him in my heart." 
Yes ! brethren, every Believer in Christ 
is closely related to Him. When He 
speaks for us with God, He speaks not 
only for us as His dear servants, but as 
His beloved friends, as His beloved 
brethren, as His beloved children : as 
bone of His bones and flesh of His 
flesh. If you could save another by 
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speaking for him, how willingly, how 
earnestly you would speak and plead 
and ask, if he were a friend of whom 
you were affectionately fond! — much 
more if he were your own dear brother, 
or child ! But our love for one-another, 
yea even for our own children, is noth- 
ing when compared to the love which 
Jesus feels for His own which are in 
the world. Who then can understand 
the fulness of love with which He 
speaks for them! He is indeed their 
most willing and most loving Advocate ! 
4. But you have, perhaps, some- 
times found by experience, that when 
you got an earthly friend to speak for 
you to another, although he loved you, 
and was willing to serve you, and did 
really go, and say, and do all he could 
for you ; still all was in vain. For the 
person to whom he spake on your be- 
half was not willing to grant the re- 
quest. He would not comply : he would 
not listen to it: he would not hear it. 
So that, although your Advocate was 
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Willing y he was not able, to help you. 
Thus it often is with earthly Advocates. 
They are not able always to obtain for 
us that which we would have them to 
ask for. But it is very different with 
our heavenly Advocate Jesus Christ. 
He is able to obtain for us from the Al- 
mighty every thing which He asks for. 
God heareth Him always : and will not 
.deny Him the request of His lips. He 
hath power with God, and prevails. 
He never speaks in vain. He never 
saith in vain : " Father, foi^ive them." 
So that we have an Advocate with the 
Father, who is not only a willing but 
an all-powerfiil Advocate — not only asks 
for us, but most surely obtains all 
which He asks. And all who have this 
heavenly Advocate shall want no man- 
ner of thing that is good : for He loveth 
them, and all things are their's through 
Him. 

5. Again : If we find a friend to 
speak for us to another, much of our 
hope and success depends upon the 
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feeling which is between our friend and 
that other person. If our friend and 
advocate was a stranger to that person, 
we might well be afraid that his en- 
deavours to help us would fail. For we 
might say, '^ He is going to ask for me 
great things from one whom I have 
offended, and to whom he himself is a 
stranger and unknown. O ! if he did 
but knozo that other person ! if he were 
his relation, his son ; then indeed I 
should have great hope that he might 
be heard and I might be helped." The 
christian may indeed be joyful through 
hope when he remembers that the 
heavenly Advocate is no Stranger in 
heaven, no Stranger to God, but God's 
everlasting Friend and Fellow, God's 
beloved One, His own dear Son, who 
indeed knoweth God and is known of 
Him, and is in His Father's bosom, and 
at His Father's right hand above. — Such 
an Advocate is Jesus Christ to all who 
belong to Him ! 
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6. We may yet find other things 
concealing our blessed "Advocate," 
which may well cause us to be joyful 
in Him, If we got an earthly friend to 
speak for us to another, it would be 
great encouragement to us to know that 
our friend had in times past done some 
great and acceptable work for that per- 
son's sake. Suppose he had done some- 
thing by which he had saved that per- 
son's children from being burned to 
death! We should say, "O! how thank- 
ful I am that I have got him to speak 
for me to that person : for he worked a 
great work for that person's children, 
and gave himself up to great labour and 
pains to save them ; and no one on 
earth loved them as he did, and no 
man, but he, was able to deliver them 
from the burning : and now he himself 
is going to ask for me a favor from that 
very person, and he will assuredly not 
meet with a refusal. — For although I 
am guilty and unworthy and weak. 
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yet my Advocate is good, worthy, and 
strong, I shall prosper for his sake." — 
Such an ''Advocate" with God is Jesus 
Christ for us. Jesus has saved all the 
dear children of God on earth from the 
everlasting fire of hell, into which all 
the wicked must go at the last day 
with the Devil and his Angels! — and 
all men must have gone into it, if Jesus 
had not come to save the world. For all 
have sinned — all have broken -God^s 
law, and all are naturally under its 
curse : for all, both Jews and Gentiles, 
are under sin. The whole world is guilty 
before God : and every mouth must be 
stopped. None can speak for themselves, 
or ask for God's favor in their own name. 
Therefore, no man, who is a sinner, can 
be an Advocate with God for others in 
his own name. "There is none righte- 
ous, no not one : they are all gone out 
of the way : they are altogether become 
abominable." — Such is Man by nature. 
How then can man save himself? or 
how can he speak for others, seeing he 
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himself is vile and abominable, and 
hath need of some one to speak for 
him ^ If you can find a Man that hath 
never sinned, a Man who hath never 
done any unrighteousness, but always 
in every thing kept the whole law of 
God. v^rithout breaking it in any one 
single thing, such a one would be a 
righteous Man in himself, and such a 
Man would be the right one to speak for 
us with God and be our Advocate. But 
where will you find one Man who hath 
never sinned ? There was once one, one 
such Man on earth, and only one : and 
that Man is now with GrOD in Heaven : 
I mean — *'the Man Jesus Christ/* He 
only is " Righteous ; " and blessed are 
^11 they who can say from their hearts, 
"We have an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the Righteous'' The 
Righteous Man ! the only Man who is 
Righteous of Himself: the only Man 
who never sinned ! the only Man who 
can be the Advocate of Sinners! — We 
have found Him, and are glad ! 
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7. Now there is yet another reason 
why We may well rejoice and be confident 
in the Lord Jesus as our ''Advocate." 
Suppose there was a vow and promise 
and covenant betwixt two persons: for 
instance, between a father and his son« 
Suppose the son had promised and cove- 
nanted to do a certain thing for his 
father : and his father had covenanted to 
bless that son's servants and friends and 
children, even all that son's household 
for his sake. If the son had fulfilled his 
promise and fully kept the covenant, 
would not his father feel himself bound 
and engaged to fulfil his promise also, 
and to keep his part of the covenant ? yes, 
assuredly : and for the sake of his good 
and dear and faithful son he would most 
willingly, most gladly bless that son's 
family : and remember the covenant. — 
There is an everlasting covenant be- 
tween God the father and His Son Jesus 
Christ. On Christ's part, the cove- 
nant was, that he should fulfil the will 
of God, and this the Man Jesus Christ 
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did in every respect, and failed in no 
one thing. On God's part, the cove- 
nant was, that all Christ's servants, 
friends, children, even all His house- 
hold, even the whole church of Christ 
should be for ever blessed for His sake. 
Therefore, brethren, if we be indeed of 
His church, of His favoured family, 
and if any of us " sin, we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father : " and that Fa- 
ther is most abundantly willing to bless 
with His pardon every one, for whom 
His dear Son also asks and pleads. For 
the Father rejoices to remember His 
holy promise and Jesus Hiis servant! 
His *' righteous servant." The Father 
forgetteth not His everlasting covenant. 
He loves that covenant : and rejoices in 
it ! He delights to shew mercy and love 
to all His dear Son's family, — to all 
who believe in Jesus. It was the Al- 
mighty Father's great love towards poor 
sinners, which moved Him for their 
good to enter into that covenant with 
His everlasting and only Son. For 
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** God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Therefore when 
the righteous Saviour speaks for you, 
and is your Advocate with the Father, 
that Father loves to listen and loves to 
grant His Son's petition: for His Son 
speaks for such as are themselves dear 
to God and well beloved by God Him- 
self. And why? Because God and 
Christ being one, all who are indeed 
Christ's servants are God's servants 
also, — all Christ's friends are God's 
friends,— all Christ's children are God's 
children,— all Christ's household are 
God's household, — all Christ's family 
are God's family, — all Christ's church 
are God's church : as Jesus said, *' All 
Mine are Thine." So that if we by 
grace belong to Christ we by grace be- 
long to God : and *' he that hath the 
Son hath the Father also." So great 
is the benefit of thus belonging to 

Christ, that by reason of this union 
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and relationship with Him, we are in- 
vited, encouraged, and even commanded 
in the Scriptures, to pray ourselves 
unto God for ourselves in Christ's 
name; and it is promised that the Fa- 
ther for His Son's sake will hear even our 
poor pleadings, our imperfect supplica- 
tions, when so offered up to the throne 
of His grace ! How wonderfully did 
Jesus encourage His disciples to pray 
themselves in His name to God the 
Father! *' Hitherto (said He) ye have 
asked nothing in My name. Ask, and 
ye shall receive ; that your joy may be 
full. These things have I spoken unto 
you in proverbs : but the time comet h, 
when I shall no more speak unto you in 
proverbs, but I shall show you plainly 
of the Father. At that day ye shall ask 
in My name : and I say not unto you, 
that / will pray the Father for you : for 
the Father Himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved Me, and have believed 
that I came out from God." Thus Jesus 
encouraged His dear people to learn to 
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pray for themselves in His name unto 

God, because God Himself loved them. 

But after He had so said, and while 

they were as yet babes in Christ and 

had not knowledge and utterance in 

prayer, their blessed Lord spake for 

them and said to His Father, ''I pray 

for them : I pray not for the world, but 

for them which Thou hast given Me: 

for they are Thine. And all Mine are 

Thine, and Thine are Mine : and I am 

glorified in them. And now I am no 

more in the world : but these are in 

the world. Holy Father, keep through 

thine own name those whom Thou hast 

given Me, that they may be one, as 

We are." In these and many other 

like words did the gracious and ever 

merciful Jesus speak for them and for 

all believers unto the end of the world . 

Such a blessed Advocate had they ! and 

such a blessed and prayerful Advocate 

have xve also, who now do believe in 

Him! He prays and speaks for His 

children to God, when they are too 

1^ 3 
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young, or too ignorant, or from any 
cause, not able to pray for themselves. 
Still, dear friends, it is Christ's will 
concerning His own, that they should 
be a praying people — because God the 
Father loveth them, and is ready to 
hear them when they come in the name 
of Jesus. There is one thing more than 
all others, which seems to shut up the 
blessed fountain of Praver in the chris- 
tian's heart, so that the holy stream of 
heavenly thoughts and heavenly words 
within him is cold and frozen, and can- 
not flow forth and run. That freezing 
and prayer-hindering thing is Sin. Have 
you not at times felt your heart melted 
and free towards God, and prayer 
leaped up within like the waters of a 
plentiful well ? and then alas ! soon after 
that sweet hour, you again sinned in 
some thing, and lo ! the springing well 
was turned into a hard rock, and the 
water-springs into a dry ground? you 
sinned, and felt barren — you sinned, 
and could not pray! you sinned, and 
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did not wish to pray ! O ! is not this a 
sorrowful, a shameful state for God's 
children to be ever found in ? It is, it is 
indeed ! To such believers here as have 
known by experience what I mean, to 
them I would say, " My little children, 
these things write I unto you, that ye 
sin not " — that ve be more careful and 
watchful over the good treasure in your 
hearts, lest the enemy again stop your 
wells, as the Philistines did the wells 
of Abraham. And if one of you here, 
who believe in Jesus, are now dry in 
heart and have lost your comfort, and 
cannot pray, because you have done 
amiss, to you I say, *Uake heed, and 
look unto Jesus Christ, — take courage, 
and look unto Him, for He will pray for 
you, — He will plead for you, — He will 
speak for you, a miserable sinner. For 
'* if any man sin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
Righteous." 
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James i. 22, &c. 

Be ye doer? of the Word, and not hearers only^ 
deceiving your own selves. For if any be a 
hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 

• 

unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass* 
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 
was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man shall be blessed in his deed. If any man 
among you seem to be religious, and bridletji 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man's religion is vain. Pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father is 'this. 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic- 
tion, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world. 

L The *'word of God" is a teacher. 
Christ is a teacher. — They who preach 
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His word, according to His will, are 
teachers, " The word '* is indeed a 
mighty thing : too good to be despised : 
therefore, brethren, do not neglect it. 
Have not some of us too often neglected 
it ? Have we not too often been half 
asleep while the first and second lessons 
were read in church and the Psalms of 
David ? This is one way of grieving the 
Lord : who has given us His word. 
His word is too great to be trifled with. 
Would you let your children play with 
some precious treasure ? No : lest they 
should break it, and hurt themselves. 
We must not play with God's word. It 
is not meant to be as a plaything for His 
children. Why do some of you come 
to hear the word ? Is it that you may 
be amused with what the minister reads 
or preaches? Then you make God\s 
word a mere pastime, a sport, a play- 
thing. This is quite wrong. Take heed 
lest you hurt yourselves with such 
hearing, such trifling. May the Lord 
give you grace to come to learn. For 
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His word teaches. — What does it teach? 
It teaches you what you are : and what 
you will be. It teaches you serious 
things and no trifles. Do you think 
you please God by only coming to 
**hear?" Do not deceive yourselves. — 
You cannot deceive Him. His Holy 
Spirit sees us all through and through. 
Jesus knows what is in man. The Lord 
sees the heart and knows the inward 
state of every one in the congregation. 
He is well acquainted with every neg- 
ligent and every trifling hearer of His 
word. Come to hear that you may 
knoiv. Come to hear that you may 
*'do" His word. '*Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your ownselves. " So saith the Spirit 
by His servant James in the text. 

2. . If you have a looking-glass in 
your chamber, and will not look into it, 
how shall you know what spots and 
stains you may have on your face ? The 
glass is a teacher : but it teaches you 
nothing, if you will not use it. So are 
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they who come to church but do not 
listen to the word. A spiritual looking- 
glass is, (as it were) held up before 
their hearts : but they do not set their 
hearts to it: and therefore the word 
does not profit them. Is not this the 
case with some of you? especially the 
young men among us, and such as 
sleep during church service ? your eyes 
and hearts are both too often shut. 
How are you to learn the wickedness of 
your natural heart, if you will not use 
the word of God? what is the use of 
standing before a looking-glass with your 
eyes shut ? In like manner some of you 
come Sunday after Sunday to the Lord's 
House, and do not earnestly set your- 
selves to hear His word ? Some look into 
the glass in a spirit of trifling, and 
vanity, and self-conceit: more to please 
and amuse themselves, than for any 
other reason. So are they who make 
the word of God a mere pastime, — who 
come to hear, only to be amused, and 
to be pleased with themselves. Such 
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persons, after hearing the word, go 
away, thinking more highly of them- 
selves than they ought to think. How 
does this case, brethren, suit some of 
you ? Is it not amusement, rather than 
profit, which you come for? Is it not 
pleasure rather than wisdom, which you 
seek ? Is it not to "hear," rather than 
to " do," that you sit down under the 
sound of " the word ? " If so, how does 
it benefit you ? You go out no cleaner 
than you came in ; you go out pleased 
with yourselves instead of feeling grieved 
for your sins, your spots, your stains. 
The Lord could not say to you, **now 
ye are clean through the word which I 
have spoken unto you." If you would 
indeed be profited by the hearing of 
Christ's word, use it as you would a 
looking-glass. A man looks into the 
glass and beholds his natural face in it. 
He sees the dirt upon his skin. He de- 
sires to be cleansed from it. He goes 
his way to the water. He washes him- 
self, and is clean. So do with ''the 
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word of God." Come and hear : com« 
and see yourselves : come and leai'n 
what poor vile sinners you are: earn- 
estly grieve at your filthiness of heart : 
desire to be forgiven: seek Christ in 
prayer : use Him as cleansing water for 
your soul : think what His word taught 
you concerning your own sins : talk of 
those sins before God in secret prayer : 
ask Him for His Holy Spirit to wash 
you in the blood of His dear Son: 
think what His word taught you con- 
cerning your ''negligences" as well as 
your '* sins/' concerniBg your duties un- 
done as well as your faults committed : 
concerning your nakednesi& as well as 
your uncleanness. A glass will shew 
you such parts of your natural body b& 
are unclothed as well as such parts as 
are unclean. Perhaps you do not wish 
to know the truth : you do not desire to 
know your faults : but are ** willingly 
ignorant." Sudh ** ignorancies " are in- 
deed very sinful. May God change 

your heart. May Christ '*give you 

o 
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true repentance, forgive you all your 
sins, negligencies, and ignorances : and 
endue you with the grace of His Holy 
Spirit, to amend your life according to 
His holy word." It is written in Isaiah, 
'* wash you, make you clean ; put away 
the evil of your doings from before My 
eyes, cease to do evil: learn to do well." 
It does not profit you to know from 
God's word that you are doing wrong, 
if you do not go to Christ for repent- 
ance, for forgiveness, for cleansing. You 
will soon forget your evil and shameful 
state before God, if you do not at 
once seek to do according as His word 
teaches your conscience./ So a man 
will soon forget he has a spot of dirt 
on his face, if he do not quickly go and 
wash. The glass would seem to say to 
him, '^Thou seest what manner of man 
thou art : thou seest that dark spot : 
do not be content by knowing thy foul- 
ness : go and wash thy face : wash and 
be clean: be clean and comfortable." 
^*Be.ye doers of the word and not 



DOERS OF THE WORD. 147 

bearers only, deceiving your own selves* 

For if any be a hearer of the word and 

not a doer, he is like unto a man be^ 

holding his natural face in a glass. For 

he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 

way^ and straightway forgetteth what 

manner of man he was. But whoso 

looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 

and continueth therein, he being not a 

forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, 

this man shall be blessed in his deed." 

3. " The word of God " and the law 

of liberty" are one and the same thing. 

The ** word of God" is not only good : 

but perfect. The *Maw of liberty" is 

not only a good law, but a "perfect law." 

St. James calls it " the perfect law of 

liberty." We must " look into it." We 

must not hurry past, and just glance at 

it, and give it no more thought. If a ma6 

ran past a looking-glass and just for a 

moment cast his eye upon it as he rah, 

it would teach him nothing. He did 

not use it aright. He did not care to 

know about himself. He was in a hurry. 

o2 
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He did not ''look into'' it. So the 
** word of God" must not be treated in a 
hasty way. ** The law of liberty " must 
be looked ** info ;" not hastily looked at. 
A man must ''look into" that "perfect 
law," and " continue therein." Does it 
grieve you to hear that you must ** con- 
tinue" in the "word;" in '* the perfect 
law of liberty ? " Surely if so, you can- 
not have •' looked into" iti If you have 
tasted some good food to day, does it 
grieve you to be told you must eat as 
good every day ? Are you not glad to 
think you are to continue in it? The 
"word of God" is "bread from heaven." 
Have you ever tasted His good word ? 
Then, surely, you will not grieve to hear 
you must ** continue therein. "^ The Is- 
raelites in the wilderness murmured at 
the manna, which was angels' food. 
They lived on it for forty years : neverr 
theless they said, "Our soul loath- 
eth this light bread." Murmur not, as 
some of them murmured. The "word 
of God " is heavenly food. " Thy word. 
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O Lord, endureth for ever in heaven." 
Angels in heaven ** continue'' in the 
word of God. Is it not good enough for 
us poor sinners on earth? Take heed 
lest you think the word a "light" thing. 
May God give you grace to love it. 
Bless Him that you live in a land of 
religious liberty : in a land upon which 
He hath for many years rained down the 
showers of His word, and still daily 
alloweth us to muse and feed upon that 
word. Is it not a privilege to be go* 
vernedbygood laws? — to live in a place 
of liberty? We cannot have liberty 
without being ruled by good laws. In 
Christ is perfect liberty, because His 
law is perfect — the ** perfect law of 
liberty." They who serve Him are free. 
The Son of God maketh them *' free in- 
deed." His '* service is perfect freedom." 
None are "free indeed," except such as 
"rule themselves according to His word," 
and *' continue" in the *^ perfect law of 
liberty." They, not being *' forgetful 

hearers/' but doers of the work of the 

o3 



150 SERMON X. 

Lord, are blessed in their deed. The 
wicked and self-righteous are not free, 
for they work not the works of God : 
they believe not on Him, whom God 
hath sent : but work the works of Satan 
and the flesh. They are not happy in 
their work : not ** blessed in their deed." 
They walk not at "liberty," for they 
*'keep not God's commandments." They 
promise liberty to themselves and to 
others : but all the while they are them- 
selves ** servants of corruption," and 
slaves to sin. 

4. True religion is true happiness ,^ 
true liberty* Is our religion true ? Are 
we indeed ** religious^" or do we only 
**seem" to be religious? A man may 
** seem '' to be so, without being really 
so. He may deceive others : and what 
is still worscy he may deceive himself. 
It is indeed very sad dishonesty to de- 
ceive one's own heart. It is bad enough 
for a man to seem to be right and yet to 
deceive his master and waste his pro- 
perty. But it ia still worse to seem to> 
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be religious and deceive your own heart 
and waste your own soul. Let' us look 
into "the word." What does it say? 
" If any man among you seem to be reli- 
gious, and bridleth not his tongue, but 
deceiveth his own heart, this man's reli- 
gion is vain." Is your religion vain? 
Dear friends, think how very vain a thing 
vain religion must be ! Is your religion 
true coin, or only false money ? A man 
may take up bad money without at first 
finding it out. It *' seems" to be good. 
We had all best look well ''into" our 
religion, to see whether it is really true, 
or whether it only "seems" to be so. 
We sometimes have need of sharp sight 
and strong light to find out whether coin 
be good or base* May the Lord open 
our eyes, and quicken our spiritual un- 
derstandings and enable us by the light 
of His word to look closely at our doings^ 
and narrowly into ourselves. So by His 
blessing we shall the better know our- 
selves, and what manner of men we 
really are : and by the assistance of that 
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heavenly glass of the gospel shall lear^ 
whether we be religious or only " seem" 
to be religious." Do we '* bridle our 
tongues ? " If not, we deceive our own 
hearts by fancying ourselves religious^ 
for in that case, our '* religion is vain" — 
not true : not right : not proper weight: 
not proper quality — bad coin, which 
will not abide the searching eye of the 
Lord, but will be found wanting when 
weighed in the balance. Why shoald 
we " bridle " our tongue ? — because it is 
by nature " an unruly member." Why 
should the '' tongue " be so particularly 
mentioned above all the other members 
of our body, that we should bridle it ? — 
because the tongue is itself *' a world of 
iniquity: " and it is so •* among our mem- 
bers that it defileth the whole body." 
Why do we bridle a horse? That we 
may use him : that he may be a bless-^ 
ing to us and not a curse : that he may 
serve us and not destroy us : that he may 
help to quicken us in our way, and not 
run away with us at his own pleasure and 
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cause us a downfall and damage. We 
bridle him that we may guide him ac-^ 
cording to our own will, and ride at 
"liberty." We should be poor slaves 
indeed if we were on a strong and way- 
ward horse without a bridle — we might 
travel quickly: we might " seem** to be 
free: we might deceive ourselves, and 
laugh to think how quickly we were go- 
ing : but our laughter would be madness, 
our liberty vain, our freedom false. Do 
we ** bridle our tongues ?" Do we use 
them aright ? Are they instruments of 
righteousness unto God : or instruments 
of unrighteousness to our own damna- 
tion ? Do our tongues run along readily 
in the way of right words, kind words, 
religious words, humble words : or do 
they run away with us in the lawless 
language of deceit and falsehood, in the 
wild paths of swearing, cursing, unclean 
songs, filthy communication, angry and 
bitter speeches? Where is your real 
liberty in such ways? Where is any 
true freedom, any real pleasure, in such 
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dangerous and damnable courses? If 
your tongue is without a bridle, your 
soul is without liberty : and you are a 
wretched slave, a perishing prisoner. 
Boast not, and lie not against the truth. 
Call not yourself happy : think not your- 
self religious: deceive not your own 
heart, if yoa bridle not your tongue. 
May the God of all power give you the 
power and the will and the wisdom and 
the grace to do it. May you be able 
from the heart to say, **I will keep my 
mouth as it were with a bridle." Satan 
is watching every day to put something 
(no matter what) in your way, to make 
your tongue start aside like a startled 
horse, and cause you to fall. You have 
no power of yourself to prevent the mis- 
chief. You must be in Christ before you 
have any religious spiritual power : be- 
fore you can have any "bridle" sufficiently 
strong to keep your mouth and rule your 
tongue. Christ Himself is the power, 
the heavenly bridle, for that "unruly 
member" which no man **can tame.'' 
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The wicked cannot bridle their tongues: 
for they are out of the way already : and 
have nothing spiritual to do it with: 
and without Christ even the righteous 
cannot speak aright, cannot speak any 
thing as they ought to speak. Without 
Him even they can do nothing. 

5. Let us by Christ's help say a 
few more words upon the text. The 
last verse is again like a bright and 
faithful looking-glass to shew us what 
we are and what real religion is. Hear 
the word of the Lord. Thus it is writ- 
ten : '^pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father is this : to 
visit the fatherless and widows in their 
afl9iction, and to keep himself unspotted 
form the world/' "Religion," to be 
right before God, must be "pure : " not 
half religion, and half something else. 
It must not be as wine mixed with 
water. True religion is not half for 
God and half for the world. Such is 
not "pure religion" in His sight.— Such 
mixed service may be very acceptable 
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to the world and to Satan and to our 
own corrupt natural inclinations. But 
it iis only *^ seeming'^ to be religious, 
without being really and purely so. 
We must not mix the foulness of the 
world with the pureness of Christ. — In- 
deed they will not mix. For Christ 
hath no concord with Belial : any^ more 
than light hath with darkness. If you 
bring me a cup of water and put into it 
something which I hate, although you 
cannot make it mix with the water, still 
I would not drink the draught, nor ac- 
cept your gift, because it is defiled. 
Bring me pure and clean water, and it 
ii$ well : but not partly water and partly 
filth. **Pure religion and undefiled" is 
what our heavenly Master loves to 
honor, and will most graciously accept 
at our hands, though we can do but 
little, and as it were set before Him 
*'only a cup of cold water." But He 
will have none of our mixed and defiled 
religion. He hates the sight of it. It 
must not even stand before Him. What 



DOERS OF THE WORD. 157 

does *' God and the Father " reckon to 
be *' pure religion and undefiled before 
Him?" even this: '*to visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the 
world." Look at these words — look into 
them. "The fatherless and widows" 
mean all such as are desolate and af- 
flicted, but especially the widow and 
the orphan. You who are Christ's and 
desire to continue in Him, examine 
your life in the glass of this noble text, 
this clear mirror. Be not forgetful hear- 
ers of it, but doers. "Visit" your sick 
and afflicted neighbours. Perhaps you 
say, "I do sometimes send them a little 
present when they are in distress." 
Well : but that is not enough : for that 
is not ** visiting " them. — Go and see 
them : go and look upon their burdens : 
go and speak with them ; and if the 
Lord give you a tongue and you can 
rule it, make it speak about Jesus, 
the great Gift of God to sinners : make 
it run on in language about the Father 
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of the fatherless and the God of the 
widow. Go and visit them; for that 
will, with God's blessing, do your own 
soul good, as well as their's. It will 
quicken you in your heavenly way and 
hinder your own heart from cleaving so 
much to the dust of this world as it 
now does. But do not deceive yourself. 
Do not think you are certainly religious, 
because you visit the sick, and they 
love you, and because you send them 
gifts. The Almighty will not accept 
your gifts, if they be the offerings of a 
mixed and defiled religion. What! do 
you suppose that being kind to widows 
and orphans and the afflicted will 
*' please the Lord," while you are still 
defiling yourself in the evil ways of the 
world and taking your pastime in the 
mire and dirt of sin ? God knows that 
no man can say. *' I have made my 
heart clean : I am pure from my sin : " 
He knows that His own dear children 
have still their *' spot," and will have it 
so long as they are in this present 
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>vorld. But to have a spot on us, which 
we hate, and which we are praying and 
striving to get rid of, is a very different 
matter to going and willingly ** corrupt- 
ing ourselves " with the world. Being 
so spotted from the world, shews that 
the "spot is not the spot of God's child- 
ren," but the spot of '* the children of 
this world : " it shews that such are only 
hearers of the word, and not doers : it 
shews that they continue not in the per- 
fect law of liberty : it shews that they 
only seem to be religious : it shews that 
they have not the true bridle on their 
heart and mouth: it shews that they 
deceive themselves: that their religion 
is vain : that it is not pure, not unde- 
filed: that it is not a matter *' before 
God," but only a matter ** before men." 
Let me once more speak the last verse : 
*'Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this : to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction : 
and to keep himself unspotted from the 

world." Such a one was Christ. Look 
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at Him : look into Him : hear Him : do 
His word : take up His cross : follow 
Him: observe His conduct: His hea- 
venly mind : continue in Him : know 
yourself by Him : bridle your tongue, 
for it is not your own, but His : use it 
for Him, never against Him : visit the 
afflicted widow, the afflicted orphan, 
the afflicted sinner : Christ used to do 
so. May you go and do likewise, and 
be blessed in your deed. Use the 
world, but abuse it not: be in it, but 
not of it. Be not a partaker of other 
men's sins, but keep thyself pure : and 
may the God of peace sanctify you 
wholly and continually : and wash your 
soul white in the blood of His Lamb ; 
and present you unto Himself without 
spot "in His eternal glory" through 
Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit 
give you clean hands and a pure heart, 
the tongue of the wise, a merciful soul, 
a heavenly mind : and make you stand 
up in His holy place in heaven, and 
never go out. Amen. 



SERMON XL 



CHRIST CRUCIFIED, 



Galatians iii. 13. 
It is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on 
a Tree. 

1 . Let US see where in the Bible these 

words are '* written." We may find 

them in the book of Deuteronomy, 

chapter 26. ** If a man have committed 

a sin worthy of death, and he be to be 

put to death, and thou hang him on a 

tree : his body shall not remain all 

night upon the tree, but thou shalt in 

any wise bury hrm that day (for he that 

is hanged is accursed of God.)" There 

we have the words which Moses, by the 

command of the Lord, spake to His 

people Israel, concerning the hanging 

of a man's body upon a tree. It was a 

custom among the Israelites, when any 
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very great disgrace was to be put upon 
a man, to hang his dead body upon a 
tree. When Joshua gained a victory 
over the five kings, we read ** Joshua 
smote them, and slew them, and hanged 
them on five trees : and they were hang- 
ing upon the trees until the evening. 
And it came to pass at the time of the 
going down of the sun, that Joshua 
commanded, and they took them down 
off the trees, and cast them into the 
cave wherein they had been hid." Why 
did not Joshua let the dead bodies hang 
till next day ? Because he feared God, 
who had said, '' If a man have com- 
mitted a sin worthy of death, and he be 
to be put to death, and thou hang him 
on a tree : his body shall not remain all 
night upon the tree : but thou shalt in 
any wise bury him that day." When 
the Israelites were in Egypt, in Pha- 
raoh's land, they had seen dead bodies 
left to hang on trees, till they were de- 
voured by the birds. For such was the 
custom among the Egyptians and other 
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heathen nations. You remember what 
Joseph said in the prison to Pharaoh's 
chief baker, **yet within three days 
shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off 
thee, and shall hang thee on a tree : 
and the birds shall eat thy flesh from 
off thee/' You will remember, also, how 
the Gibeonites, who "were not of the 
children of Israel," hanged seven men 
in a hill before the Lord. Two of them 
were sons of a woman named Rizpah. 
Her motherly and affectionate conduct 
towards the dead bodies of her sons is 
thus spoken of in the second book of 
Samuel, chapter 21. '* Rizpah, the 
daughter of A iah, took sackcloth, and 
spread it for her upon the rock, from 
the beginning of harvest until water 
dropped upon them out of heaven, and 
suffered neither the birds of the air to 
rest on them by day, nor the beasts of 
the field by night." Although Rizpah 
knew how it was written, *' he that is 
hanged is accursed of God," yet per- 
haps she also had grace to know that if 
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an innocent person was hanged he was 
not ** accursed" by the Lord. And when 
her two sons were delivered into the 
hands of the Gibeonites, they were 
slain and hanged, not because they 
themselves had deserved it, but that 
*'an atonement " might be made, and 
that the Lord might turn away a famine 
which had been now sent upon the 
Israelites for three years, on account of 
'*Saul aind his bloody house, because 
he slew the Gibeonites." Therefore al- 
though the sons of Rizpah had been 
treated as if they were accursed, yet 
they were made a curse for the sake 
of others : and their mother was not 
ashamed of them. She mourned over 
their dead bodies as they hanged in the 
hill. She watched them by night and 
by day ; and while the Gibeonites and 
others, passing by, might revile her 
and her sons, she endured the shame, 
and loved them still, and left them 
hot until king David had their bones 
gathered together and buried. It is not 
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a little which can quench true love. 
Many waters cannot put out the love 
which parents feel towards their child- 
ren, especially when those children are 
under afflictions, bondage, disgrace, or 
death . 

2. O*! how then can we fully under- 
stand the love wherewith God hath 
loved us, and the astonishing way in 
which He hath declared His love by 
and through Jesus Christ His Son ? 
For it is written: ** Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the Law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is 
written. Cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree." The holy and just Law 
of God saith: ** Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all the things 
which are written in the book of the 
Law to do them." PFe have not con- 
tinued in them, to do them. The Law 
condemns us — kills us. We cannot be 
justified by its works. No man can : 
for the Scripture hath "concluded all 
under sin :" that is, hath shut up all 
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under sin. Such is our lost and deplo' 
rable condition by nature. Shut up 
under sin! — sold under sin! We must 
be bought out again by one stronger 
and better than ourselves, "Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law." 
How? ** being made a curse for us:" 
being for our sakes treated as if He 
had been guilty: as if He had com- 
mitted things worthy of death; as if 
He had deserved God's wrath and 
curse ; as if He had been accursed of 
God : for it is written, **cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree." But, dear 
friends, we must never forget that 
Christ was an innocent Man, and that 
it is we who are guilty. Christ never 
was accursed of God, but was from 
everlasting His blessed Son: and *^no 
man, speaking by the spirit of God, 
calleth Jesus accursed." He was made 
a curse for us : for our sakes He suffered 
as if He had been accursed by God: 
but it was we who were really and 
truly under the curse — it was we who 
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for our sins did worthily deserve to be 
punished, and cut off for ever from the 
blessing of God. And yet He sent His 
only Son to save us : and that Son was 
content to be hanged for us : content to 
be used as if He had been a thief and a 
murderer and ** accursed of God/' 

3. But the Israelites or Jews were 
accustomed to kill a man first, before 
they hanged his body on a tree or gal- 
lows. How comes it then, that the Lord 
Jesus was not put to death before He was 
hanged? How comes it that He died 
ivhile He was hanging on the cross? 
The reason is this: hanging men alive 
upon a cross of wood till they died was 
the way in which the Roman people used 
to put prisoners to death. It was a 
Roman custom, not a Jewish one : and 
when the Lord j£sus was a Man on this 
earth, and dwelled among the Jews, they 
were not their own masters: but were 
under the power and rule of the Romans, 
who had mastered them and put them 
under Roman Laws, and they paid 
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taxes to the Roman Caesar. One of the 
Roman laws was, to put thieves, mur- 
derers, and other notorious offenders to 
death by lifting them up alive upon a 
wooden cross, and nailing them to it 
through their hands and feet, and leav- 
ing them there to Knger and die. Thus 
the Romans served Jews also: if any 
Jew should be condemned to die — and 
thus the Lord Jesus was served: and 
thus Pontius Pilate, the Roman Go- 
vernor, gave sentence that it should be 
done to Him. This dreadful death of 
the cross was called, "crucifying." It 
was common among many other nations 
as well as the Romans. Before a man 
was crucified, it was usual to scourge 
him, that is to beat him with cords. 
Our Lord told His disciples before hand 
that He should be so treated. "'They 
shall condemn Him to death, and shall 
deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, 
and to scoin^ge, and to crucify Him.*' 
And Pilate did so, according to the 
common custom : as it is written, ** When 
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he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him 
to be cracified." After a man had been 
scourged and his back torn with the 
whips, then the wooden cross on which 
he was to be hanged was put upon his 
back, and he was forced (if he could) 
to carry it to the place of execution. 
This also was done to our Lord, as St. 
John thus declares : **They took Jesus 
and led Him away. And He bearing 
His cross, went forth into a place called, 
the place of a skull, which is called 
in Hebrew, Golgotha : where they cru- 
cified Him." Our Saviour, worn down 
with the hard and cruel treatment He 
had endured, could not bear His cross 
the whole way : and as they were go- 
ing, they met a man of Cyrene, Simon 
by name, and him they compelled to 
bear Christ's cross the rest of the 
dreadful journey. Another custom was, 
when the prisoner came to the place of 
execution, to strip him of his clothes. 
This also was done to Jesus. Some Ro- 
fnan soldiers took His garments and 
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parted them, and cast lots upon His 
vesture, as it is written: **Then the 
soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, 
took. His garments, and made four parts, 
to every soldier a part : and also His 
coat: now the coat was without seam> 
woven from the top throughout. They 
said therefore among themselves, let 
us not rend it, but cast lots for it, 
whose it shall be." Another custom 
was, to write on the cross over the head 
of the prisoner what his offence had 
been. Pilate who found no fault in 
Christ, wrote these words: "This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews." ** Pilate 
wrote a title, and put it on the cross, 
and the writing was, Jesus of Nazareth 
the King of the Jews. This title then 
read many of the Jews : for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was nigh to 
the city : and it was written in Hebrew, 
and Greek, and Latin. Then said the 
chief Priests of the Jews to Pilate, 
write not, **the King of the Jews:" 
but that He said, '^ I am King of the 
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Jews. Pilate answered, What I have 
written, I have written." 

4, Whatever disgrace the Jews reck- 
oned it that a man's dead body should 
be hanged on a tree according to their 
law : and however *' accursed of God," 
they considered such a man to be ; yet 
it was with them a still greater disgrace 
for a Jew to be crucified^ according to 
the Jaw of the Romans and other hea- 
then nations. For a Jew to have his 
naked body hanged alive upon a cross 
till he died, was looked upon as the 
deepest shame to himself and his fa- 
mily. And yet this death the Lord 
Jesus humbled Himself to die. He suf- 
fered Himself to be taken by the Jews 
and handed over to the Gentiles (the 
Romans) to be crucified. He endured 
the pains of the cross and despised the 
shame of it. The pain of being cruci- 
fied was truly dreadful : and oftentimes 
very long. Our Saviour's body seems 
to have agonized about three hours, 

from the sixth hour, that is, twelve 

q2 
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o'clock, till about the ninth hour, which 
was three in the afternoon. The two 
thieves who were crucified with Him 
lingered much longer : and would per- 
haps have lived through the whole of 
that night and next day, and even 
longer, had it not been that they were 
crucified on a Friday; and the next day 
being the Sabbath day, and a high day 
among the Jews, the chief Priests asked 
leave of Pilate to have the legs of the 
crucified men broken, that they might 
die quickly, and their bodies taken from 
the crosses that night, and not be left 
hanging on the Sabbath day. **Then 
came the soldiers and brake the legs of 
the first, and of the other which was 
crucified with Him. But when they 
came to Jesus, and saw that He was 
dead already, they brake not His bones." 
One of the most distressing pains, 
which crucified persons often felt, was 
a raging burning thirst. We do not 
read that the two thieves experienced 
this painful feeling. Perhaps it mostly 
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came on a little before death. That 

was the time when it seems to have 

come upon our crucified Saviour. As 

. it is written, "Jesus knowing that all 

things were now accomplished, that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I 

thirst. Now there was set a vessel full 

of vinegar: and they filled a sponge 

with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, 

and put it to his mouth. When Jesus 

therefore had received the vinegar He 

said. It is finished : and He bowed His 

head, and gave up the ghost." — He 

bowed His head and died ! 

5. Whether the two thieves during 

the time they lingered on their crosses 

endured more bodily agony than Jesus, 

we cannot tell. But as regards 'Vthe 

shame " of the cross, we learn that our 

Saviour endured a far greater weight of 

that than they did. As the people 

passed backwards and forwards where 

those three were hanging, it was only one 

of those three whom they wagged their 

heads at and reviled. They mocked 

q3 
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not the two thieves. But •* they that 
passed by reviled Jesus, wagging 
their heads, and saying, Thou that de- 
stroyest the temple, and buildest it in 
three days, save Thyself. If Thou be 
the Son of God, come down from the 
cross/' If we say, *'0 these were the 
common people among the Jews, the 
low, the vulgar, the brutal part of the 
nation." Yes ! but it was not they only 
who cursed and reviled the crucified 
Son of GoDr We read, ''the Rulers 
also with them derided Him, saying. 
He saved others : let Him save Himself, 
if He be Christ the chosen of God." 
Even their chief ministers of religion 
also sided with the people and the ru- 
lers, and took up a railing accusation 
against Him, as it is written: ^* Likewise 
also the chief Priests mocking Him, 
with the Scribes and Elders, said, He 
saved others : Himself He cannot save. 
If He be the King of Israel, let Him 
now come down from the cross, and we 
will believe Him. He trusted in God : 
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let Him deliver Him now, if He will 
have Him; for He said, I am the So£i 
of God." These men, though masters 
in Israel, did not seem to know that a 
man cannot believe in Christ except 
God give him grace to believe. **No 
man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost/* So we find the 
Jewish people^ the Jewish rulers^ and 
the Jewish priests ^ lifting up their voices 
with one accord to call *' Jesus ac-^ 
cursed." But these were not the only 
ones who railed on Him. The Roman 
soldiers, the Heathen soldiers, they also 
took their share in the work of mockery, 
as it is written: **The Soldiers also 
mocked Him, coming to Him, and of* 
fering Him vinegar, and saying, If Thou 
be the King of the Jews, save Thyself: " 
and even here the blasphemies, curses, 
and mockeries, did not end. For one 
of the very thieves spake against Him, 
as it is written : ** And one of the Male^ 
factors which were hanged, railed on 
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Him, saying, If Thou be Christ save 
thyself and us." 

6. While we keep hearing of fresh 
and fresh mockeries and insults cast 
upon our Lord, we seem to be con- 
founded in our own minds at the men- 
tion of so many : neither do we seem to 
feel able steadily to consider them all and 
to weigh them and ponder them in our 
hearts. And yet all these matters were 
deeply weighed and duly pondered by 
Christ before He took upon Him to 
endure them for us. He had before- 
hand counted the cost, the great and 
wonderful cost : and at last could say, 
** It is finished." And all those awful suf- 
ferings of the cross were duly weighed 
and pondered from everlasting by God 
the Father of Christ, to whom are 
known all the actions of the wicked 
and all the sufferings of the righteous, 
from the beginning. And all these 
•'things of Christ" where hid in the 
everlasting counsels of the Holy Ghost, 
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and made known in the World in dtie 
season. The Holy Ghost had spoken 
of Christ's sufferings in dark speeches 
and prophecies by the mouth of David 
and other prophets long before Christ 
was crucified. For the Spirit of the 
Lord had said long before in the 
Psalms: *'They pierced My hands and 
My feet.'* '* They part My garments 
among them, and cast lots upon My 
vesture." **My strength is dried up like 
a potsherd : My tongue cleaveth to My 
gums." '*In My thirst they gave Me 
vinegar to drink." " I am poured out 
like water: all My bones are out of 
joint: My heart, in the midst of My 
body, is even like melting wax." " I 
am a scorn of men : and the outcast of 
the people. All they that see Me laugh 
Me to scorn : they shoot out their lips, 
and shake their heads, saying, He 
trusted in God that He would deliver 
Him : let Him deliver Him now, if 
He will have Him." "I am become a 
stranger unto my brethren.'* *'For Thy 
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sake have I suffered reproof: shame 
hath covered My face." "Thou hast 
known My reproof, My shame, and My 
dishonor." **Thou hast laid Me in the 
lowest pit." ** Thine indignation lieth 
hard upon Me." ** My God, My God, 
look upon Me : why hast thou forsaken 
Me? " " Why abhorest Thou My soul : 
and hidest Thou thy face from Me." 
''Thy rebuke hath broken My heart: 
I am full of heaviness : I looked for 
some to have pity on Me, but there 
was no man, neither found I any to 
comfort Me." Such were some of .the 
sorrowful lamentations which the Spirit 
of Christ poured forth from the heart 
of David, while he declared before 
hand the sufferings of the crucified 
Redeemer. May that same Spirit of 
Christ be in us now, to make us feel 
that it was we sinners for whom that 
Redeemer's soul mourned and sorrowed, 
and for whom His holy body suffered 
that exceeding weight of agony. To save 
us from the punishments which we 
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deserved, and to buy us out from the ter- 
rible and righteous curse of God's holy 
law, Jesus "was made a curse for us." 
"For it is written. Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree." 

7. O God! when I view these things 
from my heart, I am constrained to say, 
How wonderful art Thou in all Thy 
ways ! how past our finding out ! What 
shall we boast of? have we strength? 
let us think of our Saviour's weakness, 
when He fainted for our sake under His 
heavy cross. Have we health? let us 
think what a weight of sickness Jesus 
bare for us. Have we riches ? may our 
heart remember the deep poverty of our 
crucified King. Have we joy?* let us 
not forget our Saviour's broken heart. 
Have we peace within ? it was worked 
out for us through His amazement? 
Have we the favor of man ? we will not 
forget His shame and His dishonor : 
and the reproaches which were heaped 
on Him ? Do we feel within our worth- 
less heart the love of God and the sweet 
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comfort of the Holy Ghost ? O ! what 
must the Son of God have felt when for 
our sake His pure heart was widowed 
and forlorn and desolate, because in 
His dying moments His dear Father hid 
His face from Him ? How we ought to 
hate ourselves, when at any time we 
feel ashamed of Christ, ashamed of 
His Dame and of His reproach ! Rizpah, 
the daughter of Aiah, felt not ashamed 
of her two sons, after their bodies were 
hanged. Mary, the mother of our Lord, 
felt not ashamed of the cross of Christ, 
for there she stood weeping at its foot, 
while the world were casting curses and 
reproaches upon Him who hung upon it. 
May our love to Jesus (if we have any) 
be more like the love of a mother towards 
an aflaicted child, her only child. May 
it be a deeper, warmer, steadier feeling 
than it is at present ! May it be more 
like the love which the beloved disci- 
ple John felt; for he too stood by his 
Saviour's cross, and was not ashamed of 
his Saviour's mother and his Saviour's 
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misery. He had oft times in happier 
hours laid his head on that Saviour's 
breast, and been comforted by that 
Saviour's power. There were tender- 
hearted women also, who had followed 
Him to the cross ; ahd they wept and 
bewailed Him. Let us not desire to 
have a heart which groans under every 
little trial, and murmurs under every 
trifling disappointment, or weeps at 
every silly tale of false suffering ; but a 
heart to love Christ, a heart to stand 
near His cross, to lay hold on it, to 
cleave to it, to look to it, and to mourn 
and weep for our sins, which nailed 
Him to it, such a heart as moved the 
rich man Joseph of Arimathea to go to 
Pilate and boldly beg the crucified 
body of Christ, that he might bury 
that despised one in his own new sepul- 
chre, which he had made for himself: 
such a heart let us desire to have ; a 
heart willing to take our despised and 
crucified Lord, and bury Him (as it 
were) in our soul, that He may rise 
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again within us, and make us to know 
the power of His resurrection, make us 
to feel that our soul is His and not our 
own. And such a heart let us desire to 
have as moved those faithful women 
and Nicf^odemus to bring spices and 
ointments to anoint the Saviour's dead 
body : a heart to sanctify the Lord God 
within us. Let us not desire a heart to 
think that any thing we do for Jesus 
can be enough to save our soul, but 
a heart to feel that every good thing, 
every good work, is far too small a 
return to Him for having already lived 
on the earth, and died on the cross for 
such miserable and unworthy sinners as 
we! 



SERMON XIL 



FOR THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR. 



Isaiah xxxviii. 1. 
Set thine house in order, 

1. Hezekiah, king of Judah, to whom 
this message was sent from the Lord, 
was a good man : a believer : one of the 
Lord's dear and secret ones. The Al- 
mighty gives this witness of him in 
holy Scripture : *' He trusted in the 
Lord God of Israel : so that after him 
was none like him among all the kings 
of Judah, nor any that were before him. 
For he clave to the Lord and departed 
not from following Him, but kept His 
commandments, which the Lord com- 
manded Moses. And the Lord was 
with him, and he prospered whitherso- 
ever he went forth." One might have 

2r 
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thought that such a man as he would 
be at any moment ready to leave this 
sinful world. But the Lord who search- 
eth the heart knew that Hezekiah had 
not got himself ready to depart and be 
with God. For **in those days was 
Hezekiah sick unto death, and Isaiah 
the prophet, the son of Amos, came 
unto him, and said unto him, thus saith 
the Lord, Set thine house in order : for 
thou shalt die, and not live." Dear 
friends, are we among the righteous, as 
Hezekiah was? Is the Lord with us, 
as He was with that good king, to bless 
us, to love us, to give us grace, and a 
faithful, humble, obedient heart ? Then 
we shall have an ear to hear what the 
Spirit said to Hezekiah. Are not we 
sick? What mean those words, then, 
which we so continually speak before 
God, saying, **we have left undone 
those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done, and 
there is no health in us ? " Does not a 
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real christian mourn and groan, being 
burdened with such a grievous sickness 
of soul ? Does he not feel that he has 
indeed a house which needs to be set in 
order day by day? O! what a house is 
that human heart ! 

2. " Set thine house in order." 
When shall we do this, and how, as 
regards our soul ? Surely our daily do- 
ings at home may, with the help of 
God's word, shew us what is for our 
use, our safety, our comfort, our profit, 
our praise, our wealth, respecting the 
spiritual setting in order of ourselves, 
our souls and our bodies, that we may 
be ready either for death or for the 
speedy coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. " The soul of the diligent shall 
be made fat." '* Keep thy heart with 
all diligence." We do not lie in bed 
all day, for fear of disturbing the fur- 
niture of our house, or putting our 
things out of order. No, it is impossible 
to have things in order without a dili- 
gent and industrious using of them. As 

R 3 
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it IS written: ^'by much slotbfulmesd 

the building decayeth: and through 

idleness of the hands the house drop^ 

peth through." Even so in spiritual 

things: »lothfulness, and idleness^ or 

fear, to use the means of grace which 

the Lord bath furnished for our use, 

causes decay to the soul, and damage, 

discomfort, and loss. Rightly and dili-* 

gently to use our house and the things 

in it, is therefore one means whereby 

decency and order are maintained. But 

we have much reason to be humbled, 

when we think of the many things in 

which we have so grievously fallen 

short during this present year. A little 

while, and this year will be for ever 

gone from us. How much has been left 

undone ! How much spiritual sloth and 

idleness and vain fears and doubts have 

been in us ! How do we feel at this mo-* 

ment ? Is your heart even now up and 

awake unto Christ. Is a good work 

going on actively even now within you ? 

Even this day, this last day of the year. 
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are we looking unto Jesus in confidence, 
in trust, in truth? Our life, like the 
year, is hastening to its close. It is 
high time to awake out of sleep. 

3. " Set thine house in order." We 
see the use and comfort of doing this day 
by day. For in the very using of our 
matters, in the very midst of our daily 
work, how apt we are to have breakings 
in some things and loss in others, 
through our own or another's careless- 
ness. How apt we are to put things in 
their wrong places ! and so to lose the 
sight and use and knowledge of them 
for a time : and to suffer loss of comfort 
and profit to ourselves ! Yes : we have 
need not only to order our house aright 
every morning, and to set all the mem*^ 
bers of it to their right works, and all 
things to their right uses ; but to main- 
tain a careful watchful conduct during 
every day, and to set our house in order 
every night. When night comes and 
all in our house should be at rest, we 
do not like to know that some of our 
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servants or children are out of our reach, 
out of our command, and gone away 
to follow after the works of darkness. 
When night comes, we do not like to 
think that our doors are not secure, our 
windows not shut, our property not set 
in order: but all things lying about 
here and there in confusion, and scarcely 
one in its proper place. If a friend in 
his journey should come to our house 
at midnight and knock, how ashamed 
we should be, if our servants could not 
be found to open unto him, our children 
not at home to welcome him, but wast- 
ing their time and strength and sub- 
stance in rioting with strangers ! How 
ashamed, that our friend should ask for 
bread, and we not know whether we 
had any in the house, nor where to look 
for it and find it to set it in order before 
him! And who knows whether some 
thing may not happen to call us to leave 
our house in haste even to night, and 
change our present dwelling-place for 
some other ? Even so, my friends, '^^ it 
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may be with our souls ! This night our 
soul may be required of us. Therefore, 
**set thine house in order" this very 
night : yea, even now, before the night 
comes, acquaint yourselves with God, 
and be at peace. Call home all your 
wandering thoughts: your run-a-way 
desires. Bring your rebellious lusts into 
the obedience of Christ. Keep under 
your body, and bring it into subjection. 
Be sure day by .day that Christ is in 
you, working all your works in you. 
Be sure night by night that you are in 
Christ, safe and shut up in Him : like 
Noah and his family safe in the ark, 
where the Lord shut them in. O! that 
all things in our heart may this night be 
in their proper places, in their right 
order! If so, where will Christ be? 
where is the seat which He has a right 
to have ? what thing may we set up in 
our heart above Him? Nothing: we 
cannot set our inward house in order, 
except He have the highest place. And 
if He, who is the principal thing, the 
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one thing needful, have His due place 
in us, we shall find it not grievous to 
order all other things aright. If the 
Holy Spirit of Jesus be this night above 
all other things in your heart, you will 
find peace ordained for you in Him : 
you will find Him to be your light in 
darkness, your bread in necessity. If 
He should come to judge the world this 
night, you who have set Him up above 
all things would quickly recover from 
the startling and trembling which the 
blast of the last trumpet would naturally 
bring upon you. Your soul, and all 
that is within you, would quickly rise 
up to meet your God and to open unto 
Him immediately. Or if you should 
be called to die to-night, and leave your 
earthly house of this tabernacle, you 
would feel a desire to depart and to 
be with Christ, knowing that all in 
whose hearts He rules have a heavenly 
mansion prepared for them from the 
beginning of the world. 

4. ** Set thine house in. order.? The 
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Almighty loyes order and looks for it in 
His people ; in their doings ; in their 
conversation : in their churches ; in their 
families : in their hearts. When Abra- 
ham's heart was set to obey the Lord's 
word,, and to kill Isaac, how faithfully, 
how quickly, how quietly, how orderly, 
he went about to do that trying work ! 
*^He set the wood in order:'' and did 
all things in order. How orderly Elijah 
offered up his sacrifice to Jehovah in the 
presence of all the false prophets and 
idolatrous worshippers of Baal ! *' He 
put the wood in order:'' and all the rest 
of the matter was done in like manner. 
So Hezekiah and the people acted after 
those days in God's service: for it is 
written, *'The service of the House of 
the Lord was set in order. And Heze- 
kiah rejoiced, and all the people, that 
God had prepared the people." When 
things had got out of order in the church 
of Corinth, St. Paul wrote to the Corin- 
thians, and taught them by his letter 
howto put some of those things again into 
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their right places and to their right uses. 
"And (said he) the rest will I set in order ^ 
when I come." Again he said to them, 
''Let all things be done decently and in 
order.'' He wrote to Titus, saying, 
*'For this cause I left thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the 
things that are wanting/' Paul was 
rejoiced in spirit when he thought of the 
orderly doings of the Colossian christians. 
''Though I be absent in the flesh (said 
he) yet am I with you in the spirit, joy- 
ing, and beholding your order and the 
stedfastness of your faith in Christ." 
The everlasting covenant of God which 
He has made with the righteous, is not 
only "sure," but ^* ordered in all things." 
In Christ shall all be made alive, but 
"every man in his own order.'' And the 
wicked, however they may now thi&k 
wickedly that the Almighty care^ as lit- 
tle about their sins as they themselves 
do, and forgets them as easily and 
quickly as they themselves forget, they 
will one day find that He is not as they. 
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For He will set their sins ''in order' 
before their eyes. As it is written, 
''These things hast thou done, and I 
kept silence : thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether such a one as thyself: but I 
will reprove thee, and set them in order 
before thine eyes. Now consider this, 
ye that forget God, lest I tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver. 
Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me : and 
to Him that ordereth his conversation 
aright will I shew the salvation of God." 
5. Do we believe from these texts 
that the Lord loves order? Do we be- 
lieve it to be His will and word con- 
cerning us that we should be orderly 
both in our temporal and eternal con- 
cerns ? Do we believe there is a bless- 
edness in good order^ and a curse in 
disorder and confusion ? Do we feel any 
desire to inherit the blessing of God 
and to escape His curse? let us then 
look at once to Him in Christ Jesus. 
Without Christ we can do nothings 

acceptable to the Almighty : nothing 

s 



1 
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profitable to our own salvation. He 
must be our Wisdom, our spiritual Head, 
our First in order. Our First, our Last, 
our Beginning, our End, our All in all, 
must be Christ; the everlasting Christ; 
born in Bethlehem; crucified on Cal- 
vary ; risen from the dead ; gone up into 
Heaven; dwelling in the highest place 
with God, and in the midst of His 
church above; where all is perfection 
and excellence of heavenly order; no 
sin, no transgression, no disorder, no 
confusion. If thou wouldest have a 
place with Him in that heavenly church, 
that House above, that New Jerusalem, 
where all is for ever set in perfect order, 
prepare thyself without delay. **Set 
thine house in order, for thou shalt die 
and not live." Another year, another 
day, another hour, may not be granted 
to thee in this world. Repent of all thy 
sins : believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
return unto Him, and He will healthy 
back-slidings : remember from whence 
thou art fallen : do the first works : 
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strengthen the things which remain > 
that are ready to perish : render to all 
their dues : pay thy debts : teach thy 
children and servants the fear of the 
Lord : do thine own business : be watch- 
ful day by day : order thy conversa- 
tion aright; wait for the salvation of 
God : look for the second coming of 
Christ: love His appearing: remember 
that He is thy All. He is thy house ; 
live in Him — He is thy way; walk in 
Him — order thy ways in Him. He or^ 
dereth a good man's steps. Pray always 
unto Christ. Hear His scriptures. His 
word. Say unto Him, ** order my steps 
in thy word, and let not any iniquity 
have dominion over me." Renew in 
me, most loving Father, whatsoever 
hath been decayed by the fraud and 
malice of the devil, or by my own car- 
nal will and frailness. 

6. " Except the Lord build the house, 
their labour is but lost who build it." 
And except the Lord order the house, 
their labour is but lost who order it. 
Men may be very strict and particular 
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in setting their outward house in order, 
and settling there worldly matters, day 
by day, and year by year; and yet their 
inward house, their spiritual concerns, 
may be always in great confusion and 
ruin. However- much a wicked man 
may order his house, he ordereth in 
vain, for God ordereth it not. — God's 
blessing is not with him, and his labour 
is but lost. Many a wicked man sets his 
house and worldly affairs in order and 
then dies, and goes to his own place. 
The wicked and false hearted- man, 
Ahitophel set his household in order be- 
fore he banged himself. As it is written 
*'when Ahitophel saw that his counsel 
was not followed, he saddled his ass, 
and arose, and gat him to his house, 
to his city, and put his household in 
order^ and hanged himself, and died." 
May the Lord bless your habitation and 
mine. May we ourselves be an habita- 
tion of God through the spirit — may we 
prove ourselves to be Christ's own 
house, holding fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 



THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR. 197 

end. May we continue His for ever. May 
we often examine ourselves : setting our 
house in order before the Lord and in 
Him and by Him. May He cause the 
blessing to rest upon our house : may 
He bless us in our bodies, our souls, 
our churches, our masters, our ser- 
vants, our children, our parents, our 
wives, our husbands, our labours, our 
rest, and in all we have: and that 
all our doings, being ordered by His 
governance, we may do always that is 
righteous in His sight, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. As David prayed- to 
God concerning his house in Jerusalem, 
so may the faithful, watchful christian 
daily pray concerning himself, and say, 
'*Now let it please Thee to bless the 
house of thy servant, that it may con- 
tinue for ever before Thee ; for Thou, O 
Lord God, hast spoken it: and with 
Thy blessing let the house of Thy ser- 
vant be blessed for ever." 

THE END. 
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